- NEW CANADIAN
.- FANDOM

s
RN,
=




—_——— e —_— -




NEW CAaNAD IAN FafdiDers

denitary, 1983

Volume i, Husber &
188k Q229-1932

Pubiiigher: Michesl Hall
Editur: Rohert Runts

HEW CaBAGIAR FARDDH, a fanadian science fiztios nessletter,
is pubiished by Seflatie Publicatione in ascoriztion sith
Regative Eatrapy Press. © 1982 by Hichasl Mall & Rebert
Punte. #il rights heredy refurasd o the coatributors.
Puniizhed irreqularly li.e., shen we get ties to de it).

Subscrivtions: Free saeple issup availabie upan reguesty
Liatt of one sasple per househeld. Suggestud nesstand price
iz §1.90. Susscription rate is five fssues for §4 (Canadian
ar #5)~-going wp nest issue! Hake all chsquas payable te
fichert Fuate,

HEW CAMRDIAY FBMDUH jz also available for trade with other
aewsletisrs and ¢anzines, news, accepted coatributicaz of
written saterial or artwerk (we preder artwark that iz aot
wider than one of our coluans), leiters of cosssnt,
unprintable gossip, and sditerial shia.

Maiiing Address:

How Ceznadisn Fandos
2.0, Box &858, P.5.8.E.
Edsonton, Albherta
Coride Ta&E 38Y%

Collatars on KCFE3 were Jane Starr, Kzthieen Hours, Ksomy
Cunninghas, Marc Helms, fAsnbel Savelle, Bud §7Bries, Geovges
Giguere, Uuiza Worlidge, Pailllp Froesan, Beob Heir, Vi
Saick, Harcel, Daryl Grant, ané Lori Reasy.

Special fanzine review issue? Hhat special famzing review
fs3ue was that? 1 don’t recall anything absut z speeial
fanzine review jssue. Do you reseaher vs gromising 2
special fanzime review icsue, Hike? See, Rike dussn’t
resssber that either. You suzt be confusing us with some-
bady else.....

PRINTEG N CANAGA g@ﬁ HAPRIVME AU CANADA

CONTEKYS

mgsﬂta*abhnaeaancﬁha&!dnbnelsea52

COMNVENT ION REPORYE
Isepin®.cvcecsanonacnacasccnanaa
Rain gﬂf@u.nna.ausean-suoousafnat?
Hﬁ}am ﬁas-.oaezssebcssnbaoaoasi@
Meefacon J.ccoscounrsssecacescasuall
V-Lofi 10..ccscunonsecnasansacnncnld
Boresl “8Z..-..cnssssssencracenven b
Canvantion X / Moanlon Scccezneaa iE
Contradiction 2ccceasccvocuncasas i

5 gunueaaseaia

CONSTELLATION CoM 83
Ispending Duoe tn Yicterie P...i9

HILE HELMER FRIE
Found & Lost by Hichassl Dann...22

OFF THE SuELr
Book Reviews by Doug Barbour. ..

CANADIAR CONTENT
Book Reviews by Keith Soltys...30

CEFFAR DEBATE
Goider Robinson & Robert Runte.33

EDITORIAM .. ....by Robert Runts...37
LEImwm"&Q&ﬂ&nhuﬂahﬁﬁﬁaﬁz?

Changes nf AdEr@S8. ccaovensnscessdd

aRT CREDRITS

BEavall Fi%cwaescvecueasasbroant Cover
Fred Is28jenkbDeaac.c..-.8081ial photo
Havin Davie®. ccascascsacaasdy 7 & 17
Bruce Towmley.cecvsvncovnvanasnoons b
Deve TerryuBrtY.ecscscosonacnansesnadl
Mile Frofiacasunscecnascaunnmesnosold
Hary DBohdaneleZ.cconca 2B, 29 & 43
Brad B, FOBE®f ciacsecsunaccacannadd
Torry JB@VES.cuccococscaascsansanacoSF
Barry Heit MecHB¥eioscnawsvanoesnsdT

{22}

£28)



PHYLLIS GOTLIEB

WINNER OF THE 1982 CANADIAN
SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY AWARD

Canadian poet and novelist,
Phyllis Gotlieb, has won the 1982
Canadian Science Fiction and Fantasy
Award for her novel JUDGEMENT OF
DRAGONS, and for "Lifetime Contribu-—
tions to the field of science
fictian“.

The award was presented at
Canventiaon 3, the third annual
national science fiction convention,
held this year in Edmonton, Alberta
over the 1982 Thanksgiving weekend.
The Award was accepted on her behalf
by Doug Barbour, who was one af the
first reviewers to focus attention
on Mrs. Gotlieb’s work in science
fiction. This year’s trophy was
designed by Edmonton artist,.
Franklin Johnson, and consisted of
an abstract sculpture of a spaceship
in warpdrive.

Other works by Phyllis Gotlieb:

Naovel s

SUNBURST (Gold Metal Books, 1944;
Berkley Books, 19783; 0O MASTER
CALIBAN (Harper & Row, 1976&6)%

A JUDGEMENT OF DRAGONS (Berkley
Books, 1980); EMPEROR, SWORDS,
PENTACLES {(Ace Books, 1982)3 and WHY
SHOULD I HAVE ALL THE PAIN Cnon—-5F1
(MacMillan, 12&69).

Poetry

WITHIN THE ZODIAC (1964)3 ORDINARY.
MOVING (1969);5 and WORKS (Callipoe
Press, 1978).

Forthcomiog

SON OF THE MORNING, a shart story
collection and KINGDOM OF THE CATS,
third and final novel in the “Cats®
series.

Mrs. Gotlieb has a Masters of Arts
degree in English from the Univers-—
ity of Toronto and currently resides
in Teranto.

The other finalists on the ballot,
were:

H. A. Hargreaves (Edmonton), for
"lifetime contributicns to the
field"

John Bell % lLlesley Choyce (Halifax),
for VISIONS FROM THE EDGE: AN
OGNTHOLOGY OF ATLANTIC CANADIAN
GCIENCE FICTION

Charles Saunders (Ottawal, far IMAROC

John Raohert Colombo (Teronto), for
FRIENDLY ALIENS and “"lifetime
contributions to the fieltd"

(Mrs. Botlieb received an eqgual
number of nominations for her
current novel, JUDGEMENT OF DRAGUNS,
and faor "lifetime contributions®,
and so was listed in bath categories
on the final ballot. Similarly,
John Robert Colombo received an
equal number of nominations for his
current work, FRIENDLY ALIENS and
his “lifetime contributions to the
field".)

Yoters indicated ist, 2nd, and
3rd choices on the final CSFFA
ballet, and votes were weighted
accardingly. Official standings are
as follows:

Fhyllis Gotleibeeccneecccanceaa87
H. A. HargreaveS..ccocsesscacsne-24
John Bell % Lesley Choyce.......4Z2
Charles Saunder S.c.cececaesssacanas?
Jdohn Robert ColombO...iceccecaeea33



While the number of voisrs seeas
=mall in absolute terms, this
represents about the sane proportion
of¢ Canadian fans voting for the
tSFra as American fans who vote for
the Hugo. Approximately 1300
hallote were distributed to fans
across Canada through fanzines,
local clubs and sf conventions. No
significant regional voting pattern=
were detected, i.e., fans didn’t
just vote for their local author.

The CANADIAN SCIENCE FICTION and
FANTASY ARARD (LSFFA) was ectab-
lished in 1980 to promote Canadian
contributions to the genre. It is
awarded sach year at Canvention, the
Canadian national science fiction
and fantasy convention, held each
year in a different city. The award
is for professional works of science
fiction or fantasy by a Canadian.
The award may be given for a short
story, navel, anthology, magazing,
work of art, film, or literary
criticism. There is only ONE
awarded each year, but nominations
may be made in two categaries:

(1)+or- hest sf or fantasy work
published in the previous years: and
(2)far “lifetime contributions to
the field". Thus, it is intended
that the CSFFA be able to either
draw attention to cutstanding
current works by Canadian authors,
editors, publishers, critics, and
artists: or remind the world of the
considerable (but largely
unrecognized) body of Canadian
science fiction and fantasy which
already exists.

The first Canadian Science
Fiction and Fantasy Oward was
presented to A. E. Van Vagt for
lifetime contributions to the field,
and specifically the over &00, 000
words of sf written before he moved
to the United States. Nova Scotia
fantasy artist Mike Spencer created
an iran sculpture based on the
“Black Destroyer® for the trophy
‘which was presented to Van Vogt
March 1980 in Halifax. The second
‘CSFFA was awarded postumously to the
late (Dr.) Susan Wood for her lifetime
contributions to the field,
particularly as a critic and =ditor,
at the second Canvention ia
Varicouver, May 1981.

The next COSFFG willi b2 presented
at Canvention 4 in Ottawma, July 15—
17, 1983,

John Robert Colombo has been busy
as usual:l

YiEQRS  OF LIGHT:

A CELEBRATION OF LESLIE Al CROUTCH
a Compilation & Commentary by

Joiin Pohert Colombo

Hounslow Press (124 Parkview Ave.,
Toronto, Ontario, MEN 3I¥Ys: $2.95
57 illustrations, 172 pages

canada’ s answer to WARHODON 28, this

;s an anthaology of the work of
ranada’s first leading fan, tLeslis

A, Croutch. it includes fouwr of
Croutch’s stories, fifty-odd

excerpts from his fanzine LIBHT,

plus seven appendices inciuding ane
entitled “A Panorama of Canadi an
Fandom". Colomba states that his
purpese in this ook is to document
Canadian fandom as his sarlier

works (OTHER CANADAS, CND SF&F,
FRIENDLY GLIENS? documented

fantastic literature in this

country. And like those other works
it cuffers the zame flaws of uneven
material and shotgun presentation,

but such lack of continuity may be
inevitable in anthologies. This

kool has an additional weakness 1n
that Colombo’™e academic hackground
tends to give the work an almast
pretentipous schalarly slant, a tone
somewhat incansistant with the fannish
scuence of the personality that
Colombeo is trying to portray. I
ather words, Colombo can’t seea te
decide whether he is writing for

fans, arademics,; OF thez general
public. By trying to pleass all

three groups he @isses the boat once or
twice. Stili, it is essential
reading for all Canadian fans, and

an unexpected bonus fram Canada’s
mantacal editor. & obvious nosinee
for the 1983 Canadian Science

Fiction and Fantasy Award.

Mesnwhile, Colomho has & sacond book
out for this year. WINDIGO is an
nanthelogy of fact and fiction
inspired by the Al gonkian legend o



he wnscire af cannibalisq. " The
coliection mergss history, litera—
cure, poetry, sociology, fantasy,
and psychiatry. There are {forty—add
axcerpts from works by such as
wgust Derlieth, George Bawering,
Algarnon Blackwoed and Norval
Torrisseau. Illustrated hardcover.
£18. 925 From Western Producer Prairie
3ocks, Box 2310 Millar Ave., Saska—
toon, Saskatchewan, Canada S7K 2C4.

_olcmbo has alsoc indexed the first
1M ne 1ssues of STARDUST, an SF fic—
ticir magazine published by Forrest
fusca in Toronton, which will be
wrinntad in issue #¥10. Colombo also
addressed the First International
Integrative Congress on Science Fic-—
tian, Fantasy, and Speculative
Science (Jerucen *82) in Jerusalem
in June on "Four Hundred Years of
“antastic Literature in Canada" and
"The Adventures of the Wandering
Jew". Finally, he is contemplating
an anthology of the work of pulp
sriter Cyril GB. Wates. Wates was an
engineer, alpinist, and st writer
{puhlished in AMAZING) who died in
19244, EGnyone with any information
s Wates is invited to contact
Colombo.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AT NIGHT is a
coliection of (inevitable number) 13
stories of the mysterious and
naczsire by mainstream authors
(Roberston Davies, Huah Gardner,
£thel Wilson, Brain Moore, P.K.
Page, Yves Theriault, etc.}), edited
by Michael Richardsorr and (yaou
guessed it) John Robert Colambo.
It’s Canada’s first anthelogy of
harror. $14.93 from Lester & Orpen
Dennys. This came ocut in 1981, but I
don’t think I menticned it then.
Richardson currently has a collec—
ticn oaf Canadian detective ftict:on
(the first) out fram the same pub-
lisher. It includes a list ot all
Canadian sleuths.

Chiceutimi sf author, Elisabeth

Vor »rburg, has won two more awards
for her novel, LE SILENCE DE LA
CITE: the public award at the
Fres.chi convention held in Dijon in
Sept.., and the Boreal award for best
s¥f novel presented at Boreal 82 in
July. For other Boreal winners, see
the Boreal conreport elsewhere in
this issue.

Vanmoovar authaor, Crawford 114 am

Nnas a new paperbaeCk out fToom Lea:z
Books {(Toronto, 3I54pp, $2.50, ISBN
0-7704—i65353-1). The story is set an
Vancouver Island 10 million years in
the future. [See Keith Soltys’ reviexs
el sewhere in this issue.]

THE TOMORROW CTTY, a film based on
the novel of the same name by Edmon-—
ton s¥ writer Monica Hughues, 1s in
pre-production in Toronto.

Froducers Michael MacMillan and
Seaton Mclean anticipate the 20—
minute film will fit the "“made—-for-—
TV? film market.

Jaohn Bell, a nominee for this year’s
CSFFA, has compiled a bibliagraphy
af Canadian SF dealing with Quebec
separatism. Entitled “"Uneasy Union:
A Checklist of English-Language SF
Concerning Canadian Separaticst
Conflicts", it was published in the
March 1982 issue of Scienc-Fiction
Studies (available from SFS Publica-
tions, Arts Building, McBGill Univers
ity, 833 Sherbrooke Street West,
Montreal, Quebhec, H3A 2746.) SFS is
a scholarly publication of s
criticism. In his introduction,
Bell points out that pelitical
themes have a long tradition in
Canadian sf. Bell’s article lists 39
boocks, 10 magazine stories, and 2
war games devoted to the issue of
flusbec independence.

fand let »e add one: DE’s caomic
Firestorw No.7 (Dec.82) featured two
Auebec terrarists as villians;: the
first of whowm gets wasted on page 5
by the wise-cracking fQserican hero,
and “"Plastiguee” the female partyr
who is sexually buwiliated by the
sape adolescent Bmerican superhero
aon page 272. An excellent example of
sexist, Brerican cul tural
imperialisall

Toronto sf witer, Andrew Weiner,
had a novellette entitled "Station
Gehenna" published in the April
ijnsue of FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION
MOGAZINE. He also has stories
forthcoming in TWILIGHT ZONE and the
new British magazine INTERZIONE. The
latter may be the first sf story
evar weitten about cricket.

Terry Green has also seen recent
publication in TWILIGMT ZONE. He
caonducted an interview with promin-
ent mainstream Canadian author,



Rabkert=on Dawviss, r Davies”
views on fantasy, st, etc. The
i1ssue also i1pncludes one gof Davies
ghost stories. // Green has also
complieated 3 theatrical piece of
"bady music” with an sf theme 1n
calilaboration with Toronto musicilan
Ted Dawson. 77 Gresn attendesd the
3rd i1nternational Conference on the
Fantacstic in the frts in Roca Raton
Florida in March, where he had been
invited to read one cf his staries.

Ken Duffin, of Buslph Ontarioc, has
heen published 1n NEBULA AWARD
WINNERS #17. Editor Joe Haldaman
felt the poem was of dMehula guality
even thaugh 1t wasn’t actually

nominated for the award. {1t was,
however, winner of the Riesling
Award for SF Poetry last year.) The

poem was originally published in the
Mov. 3% i1ssue of Issic Asimov’s SF
Magazine, p.76. {——Pester Raoberts]

fauline Gedge's Stargete cover

filberta mainstream novelist, Pauline
G=dgs has published a2 theological
fantasy. STARGATE (Dait Fress) i1s
abont The Falli, and is rather remin-—
iscent of the works of D.S.Lewis.
The iLawmaker (God) has created the
Worldmaker to create life. The
Woridmaker has set up a 1900
inhabited worlds, each looked after
by an i1mmortal being linked to the
sun of 1ts worid far life and power.
These Sun Lords cammunicate through
stargates. The bviorldmaker gaes mad,

however, and becomes the Unmaker,
destroying all he has created. The
story begins with the five surviving
Sun bLords succumbing to thz Unmalk
until the last Sun Lord takes extra-

ardinary measuwas to save his world.
Brian Aldisg’ story “"Doogs Slams in

the Fourth World"” in the ctober
F&%5F Magazine i=s set in Toronto and
the protagonist is Canadian.

The cover blurbh of COLD FRONT, =
papariack currently at your
newstand, reads: “"In the desclats
Canad:i:an Wilderness an unholy
temptress tures men tc a randezvous
with =oul +$reezing horror. ...The
shivering starts long betaore the
screams begin.™ 1 am taold that its
author, BRarery Hammond, is from
Edmontan. It is published by Signet
Canada. Somebody read this and tell
the rest of us how bad 1t reaily is.
{I may be a fanatical nationalist,
but there are limits.)

Huge fAward winners for 128Z were
Movel: DDWNEELDOW STATION, ©.J.
Cherervhy Mavelia: “The Saturn Game"
Faul Andersonsi bdNovellete: "Unicorn
Variration=", Roger Zelazny: Short
Stary: "“The Fusher",Jdohn Varleyihon—
tiction Bogk: DANSE MACBRE, Steven
Fing: Dramatic Presentatiecn: RAIDERS
3F THE LOST ARK: Pro Editor: Edward
terman (F&5F Magazinel):sFra Artist:
Michagl dhelaniFanzine: LOCUSIFan
Writerl Richard Geis: Fan Artist:
Yictoria Fayser:idohn W. Campbell
Award (Best New Writer): Alexis
Billilamnd: Special Committse Award:
Mibke Gilyer
f-—-Georges Glguereld

Euroccon Awards for 1982 were present
£ Euracon 7, Monchengladbach,
Sermany (August 20-22) .
RS: Ardadiii &% Boris Strugatski
Ry far lifetime contributions:
ques Sadoul (Framce) as writer,

r. and st historians: and John
prunner (LK) for his writings and
his efforts prometing Eurcpean s+t.
FUBLISHERS: KAW (Foland) and Hevne

(BRDY . MAGAZINE: AOMTARES {(France)
for publishing sf fraom all countries
and languages 1n Euraope

-Foelof Goudriaan, SHERDE 0OF EBAREL



DEATHS

fans could keep up with her.

Helene Fianders
July 12, 1?44-August 13, 1982

Helene Flanders, one of the best
known fans onh the West Coast con
circuit, was found dead in her apart
ment Friday, August 13. She had
beer raged and strangled.

Hen discovered fandom at Wester-—
con XXX in July 1977 and quickly
became active in the BCSFA. She was
editor of the BCSFAZINE for issues
#57 ta #71, worked on publicity for
V-cons 6 & 7, ran publicity by
herself for V-Con 9, worked regis-—
tration at V-con &, 7, B8, & %, and
was involved in most of the Van-
touver club’s activities. She was
best known, however, for her flam-
bovant presence at various cons.

She always wore spectacular costumes
of her own design and was generally
the focus of attention wherever she
was. Hen loved to party and few

She
infused a great deal of energy into
Varicouver fandom in the years - follow
ing Mestercon XXX, and became some-—
thing of a legend in her own time.
In recent months Hen had more or
less gafiated to devote more time to
her career. She was taking night
courses and had risen to aoffice
manzger of the North American Life
Assurance Company office in Vancouer

Her family reguested that there
be no service or flowers, and that
dornations in her name be sent to the
Canadian Cancer Society, 9359 West
Brcadway, Vancouver, BC, instead.

f--~Berzld Boyko & BCSFRZINE #1127

Hubert Rogers
December 21, 1898-May 12, 1982

. Hubert Rogers, one of the
maor Solden Age Illustrators and
Canada’s leading st artist, died of
heart failure in Riverside Hospital

in Ottawa on May 12. Born in

P.E.I., Rogers’ career was aboaut
equally divided between Canada and
the United States. In Canada he was
primarily known as a leading
portrait painter while in the US he
was known for his cover illustra-—
tions. He painted over 38 covers
for ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION and
produced interior illustrations for
aver 60 issues, making him the lead-
ing ASTOUNDING artist during the
parly vyears af John W. Campbell’s
editorship. He returned to Canada
in 1942 where he worked on posters
for the Canadian Wartime Information
Board. After the war he began his
career as a poertrait painter, paint-
ing many prominent Canadians. In
1967 he purchased the studia home of
A.Y. Jackson near Ottawa, where he
lived until his death.

L-~--John Bell,

Cene Day

Canadian barn comics artist, Gene
Day, died of a heart attack in Sept.
He was JI4. Day had been working for
Marvel Comics up until September
when he resigned. Day was well
known in Canadian comics fandom,
contributing art to a number of
fanzines.

F~-~Berek McCulloch, Edmantonl]

FPeter Shott

Pater Shott, co—owner of the Red
River Bookstore in Winnipeg, was
found murdered. Police have
arrested a suspect described by one
source as a "well known local
psycha”. While Peter was not him—
self very active in fandom, the Red
River Bookstore often served as a
focal point of Winnipeg fandom, and
sponsored the weekly SF radio show
produced by members of DWF in the
late 70s.

LOCUS. July *8237'
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Peter Roberts and Heathsr Aashby of
Buelch fandom were married April
ist. Peter ran Mostalgia Books in
Guelph (now strictly a mail-ocrder
operation) where Heather wmas a
regul ar customer. (“She used to
come in and amaze me with her speed
reading——she’d read two and buy
ane!“) Heather is now at work on
her MA and doing her thesis on the
late Philip K. Dick.

fnnbel Savelle and Robert Patrick
dJoczph O0°Brien 111 were married
November &6th. AnnDel is currently
president of ESFCAS and Bob is one
of the club’s long—time membars. In
addition to other gifts, ESFCAS
menbsrs chipped in to buy them a
colour TV-—supposedly to use as a
monitor with AnnbDel’s word proces—
sor, but actually so Bob zan watch
HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE and STAR TREK
reruns., AnnDel gquit her job @mid-
Decamber to turn professiconal
writer/artist.

Lexie Pakulak, P.0.Box 1265, Stn M
Calgary, Alberta T2FP 212 is starting
a writers® workshop apa. First
deadline is February 1, 1983 and
biemonthiy thereafter. Minimum
activity is S00 words of fiction and
250 words criticism (of other
member’s contributions) every second
mailing. No memhership fses, hut
vou must submit 15 cdpies of your
contrib. This will be especially of
interest ta aspiring writers who
don’t have a leocal writers’® workshop
availabile.

The Ministry of State for Science &
Technalogy ((MOSST) is projecting
Caradian space-related sales of $280
miliion by 1985: up ¥from a mere %11l
million in 1275, and %140 million in
1980, 434 af 1980 sales were
exports and this is expected to
raise to &&6%Z by 1985. HMOSST
estimates that there are currently
2500 scientists, engineers,
technelogis, managers, technicians,
and other specialists directly
involved with space projects in
Canada, with another 12,500 people
indirectly employed. MOSSYT predicts
1000 new jobs in the Canadian space
industry within the next four years,
in spite of the current recession,
and in contrast to the daownturn in

Fhe aserican aerospace sector. [NCF,
the fanzine thet asks, "Hill Harry
ardruschak learn to engjay living in
Kanata Untario?l

{—~—-InfoSpar 14/32

Frop the ELGRONTDH JOUBHNAL:

Dr. Patrick Fisher, co-authar of
FIBER-DPTICS——THE EYE OF THE AQNTI-
CHRIST, will be one of several
epeakers attending a Deeper Life
Convention here in September.

Sponsared by and held at Faith
Cathedral, 15421 96 Ave., the
convention will run Sept. &—13, with
threoe services daily at 10:30 a.m.,
2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Lecturers from across Canada will
speak on topics including the Holy
Spirit and gifts aof the Spirit,
faith, divine healings, and
nraphety.

The public 1s welcome.



Convention Reports

IMAG INE

Victaria, B.C., February 27, 1982
Pro GoH: Jack Williamson

Fan GoH: Rcohert Runte

Co-Chairs: Bev Cooke % Dan Cawsey

There ware two major problems
with IMAGINE.

Firet, it was schaduled for the
samne weekend as RAIM 4 in Vancouver,
thus s+fectively limiting the con ta
local neos. Normally, even a modest
one-day con in Victoria could sxpect
fans from at least Vancouver and
Seattle, but schedulad against Yan-—
couver’s famed relaxicon, even some
Victoria fans were tempted to defect
to RAIM. A&s a result there were
anly two out—of-town fans at
IMAGINE: Jim Ferris of Edmanton (whao
may have been motivated more by the
fact that Wendy lives in Victoria
than a pure desire to see the conl,
and swvselt, the fan Guest of Honour.
On the other hand, IMAGINE was never
really intended as other than a
small local con, and when thzs
committee disrovered the schaduling
conflict with RAIN, they decided to
go ahead as planned bescause the 27th
was the only weekend they could book
the university facilities. RNext
year, they assured everyone, they
would make sure the con was at least
a month away from RAIN.

The second problem was that their
Pro Guest of Honour, Jack HYilliam—
socn, never showed up. The committee
made the mistake of entrusting
arrangements to the mails, and two
daye nefore the con discovered to
their horroer that he hadn’t received
his airplane ticket. Will:iamson
sensioly declined to fly up on his
awn. fearing the con might have
fallen through, and booked himself
intoc another con in California.

While there were no hard feelings on
pither side over this mix up, it did
leave the concom with red faces and
no God——and no time to arrange for a
substitute. Solution: replace all
of the pro SoH articles and activi-
ties with more stuff on the fan
GobH——which struck se as a perfectly

wonder+ul idea' As it turned ocut,
fnowever, only two attendees
complainad about Williamson’s
absence, and even they declined a
refund. The truth is; most college
kids these days have never heard of
Williamson, shocking though that is
tao those of us who grew up reading
his stuff. {1 sometimes suspect
that most caollege kids these days
have never heard of boeks; let alone
particular authors, but that’s
arnother story....; 5o, most af the
falks who were there managed ta have
a pretiy good time, even if they
didn’t get te eaeet a big time author
ur mingle with the West Coast con
FaMns.

Highlight of the con was the
Werld Premisre of DAWN OF THE LIVING
SOCKS which in the Great Fannish
Tracgition had only been completed
the night befare. In fact, I gat to
be cne of the voices in the rough
gub. The film featur=ss about half
of Victoria fandom and some really
first rate pixilation of killer
spcks wreaking havoc on the city.
The producers had a slight advantage
in that they had been in the militia
last summer and consequently managed
to talk real platoons intc engaging
the socks in caombat. They sven had
helicopters at one point! s the
movie has been transferred to video
cassette, it is to be hoped that THE
DAKN OF THE KILIER SOCKS will be
available to other cons.

The other high point was the



banguet Friday nignt. The food,
served by the University’s catering
sarvice, wmas the best 1 have ever
had at a con, and there sas lots of
it. I totalliy pigged out. {I also
gave the shortest banguet speech on
record. Bev Ccoke: "We d nicow like
to ask Mr. Runte ta say a few
words.*® Me: "’A few words’"jand I
zat down again to thundesrous
applause. Well, it was kind of a
rowsy crowde. ..l

Orn a personal notes, I almost
moved to Victoria on the strength of
my experience at IMAGIMNE. I left
Edmonton in the siddle of the worst
blizzard of the winteer, wading
through the knee-deep sriow of the
airgort parking lot, tao arrive in
Victoria 1in time for the annual
bloom count?. Bright sunshine,
green grass, and flgwers. In Feb-
ruary. In Canada. I gpent sunday
morning on the begech in Victoria,
only te return to Edmonton sunday
night and the sase blizzard I°'d left
two days before. I had to dig amy
car cut from under four feet of
snow. Furthermore, the Yictoria
tane are some of the neatest pegpie
Ive ever met, and the whole club
reminded me of the early days of
ESFUCAS, when our club was at its
best. #8igh# If it weren"t for ey
job, 1°d move tomorrow.

£-~——-Robert Runte, MHLF?

i P ORE

Vancouver, B.C., February 246-28, 82
SoHs: Steve Fahnestalk & Elinor
Bushy;Con Chair: Gay HMaddin

#hen the rain comes
They run and hide their heads
They might as well be dead
dhen the rain comes
Wher the sun shinecs
They lip inside the shade
They sip their lsmonade
Khen the sun shines
Rain. i don’t mind.
Shine, The weather’s fine.
can show you that when it starts
to rain
Everything’s the same
I can show you
Can you hear me,
that when it rains and shines
(It’s just a state of mind
Carn vou hear me?
fJdobhn fennan & Paul ¥clCartneygl?

fsnrk

I think the above song i1llus-—
trates the philoscophy of Yanvouver
fans towards their clime guite well.
A gond philosophy and a great club.

This was my first RainCon as well
as my first trip to Vancouver. it
will certainty not be my last. To
say the lzast, Rain Fore was rather
different than previous cons I had
aettended. Ta those of you unfamil-
ijar with Rain, they are essentially
ralaxicons. There was progeramming
Saturday aftternoon, a baccanal, an
art auction, and a banguet brunch,
plus a consuite which was quite busy
throughooet the weskend.

fain wazs even smaller than usual
this vear, with only a little over
iz hundred registered, and a smal-
Jje=r number attending. Far from
being 2 disadvantage, this smallness
gave a more intimate f=eling to the
con, since one could have at least a
nodding acauaintance with nearly
averyone present. I personally got
to meet many peopie I wanted to, and
to know others better.

The convention was located at the
Sands Best #Western Hotel 1o Vancou—
ver s West End. It was a qgood hotel
angd I heard of no hassels or major
probliems. The rates were fairly
fecent for a hotel of this size. In
addition, the breakfast banquet they
cerved was excellent.



I cltended anly one af the panels
ot Saturday aftternoon. This was the
“day of Apzhacking”, in which Denny
iigr. Evelwvn Beheshti, and Ja
MeBride dealt with Amateur Press
Nescriations. it was interesting,
inforestive, and often amusing as
the vetern fans discussed the hang-
ups and pleasures of being in an
apa. There were also panels on “how
ta run a convention®, “"beino a fan
artist", "bad s{", and the "fannish
network®,but I didn’t get te them.
It is considered in some circlses to
be very fannish not te attend pro-—
gramming, so I guess 1 must be get-
Ling more fannish.

The costume baccanal turned out
tou be an amusing soiree with good
recarded music and some lively danc—
irg, as well as some stimulating
costumes.

i zlternated betwesen the dance and
zome cClose encounters at the Steve
Party, a charming little get-

~sther aryanged by Fran Skene and
Dznny —ien. Everyone who came to
the party becams Steve (in honour of
the illiustrious GoH, Steve
Fannstalk), except those alrsady
fertunate enough to be named Steve.
These lucky souls became Elinor (in
honou~ aof equally illustrious GoM,
Elirc~ Busby.) Evervone recisved an
zppropriate nametag to cover their
now naccurate ones. It was a
little si1lly, but nevertheless enter
taining.

frinther highlight of the can was
the Great Art Auction with Edmontons
Czorjes Siguere as auctioneer. -This
annual svent features amatesur art
drawn by those attending the con
(fan artists at the con have to use
their laft hand) plus whatever is
donated te the auction, such as a
~ortons and posters. Personally, 1
2lwayw tend to get carried away at
these svents (does anyone really
need Tive posters of Ricardo Montal-—
bzn7) but the money went toc a gooad
cave=: Half to the Susan Wood Hemor—
1al Srcholarship Fund, and the rest
Lo Tinance future VYancouver cons.

E~——-Bob Heir, Edwontonl?

HALCON 5

Halifax, Nova Scotia; March 5-7, *8Z
Fro GoH: Jeanne & Spider Robinson
Tonastmaster: Theodore Sturgeon

Con Chair: D. Slater

First off, let me say the weekend
was very @uch an overall success as
far as I was concerned. With the
excaption of a few~—challenging——
screwups, I had a pretty good time.
Let”s get those problems out of the
way now, shall we?

Conuunication sesmed to be the
main difficulty. Getting a hold of
som2--one who kinew «hat was happaning
or what to do about it wes a defin-
1t prablem. People were not always
sure of who was doing what. Or at
ieast that was the impression.

Mow, I heard that most people on
the committes were new this year and
that would explain a fair bit. Also,
the heas ot the con wound up with a
much needed job twa or thres weesks
before the con and was working very
odd hours, even through the con
weekend. Naot his fault, abviously,
but it cannot help co-ordination.
fn understudy would help next time.

One prime example of this occured
whan I volunteered for a panel. 1
was qoing to provide videotaped,
footage of the panel subject (the
Soviety of Creative Anachronism?. It
wasn®*t until the day of the talk
that T found out that the panel
agctually consistad of myself and one
other , who {despite much enthusiasm’
had no actusl *hands—on’® experience,
and that the promised VHS player
hagn’t materialized, {forcing me to
£all hack o arn uncatistactory,
hastily nrepared slide show.

The aother main problem was the
separagtion of the con hotel and the
actual con facilities at the Univer-—
sity. It did make 1t hard on rocom
partiss. Nlso, the Scotian Hotel
had cne of the attendess move from
room tu room three times because his
room either had no furniture, or the
bed wouldn’t 4ocld ocut of the wall,
OF u e

Having gotten the bitches out of



the way, onto the gopod parts. The
pgesple involved did listen to last
year s criticisms and acted accaord-
inglv. The fee structure was mors
1in kesping with conventional prac-—
tice, and the cen handbocgk and hadge
holders were included in the very
reasoitable admission price. Nor was
thers an overwhelming feeling of
over—zealous security as was reporit-
ed last year.There seemaed to be no
problems with fen being allowed to
just si1t and gab whersver thay wani-—
ed to. In fact, at gne point, I was
svan sitting in the middle of the
hall, prior to the costume competi-
tion, getting most of me ’tattooed’
by four of the local artrists, and
nobody so much as grunted.

Yhe film program consisted of,
amcitg aother things, some really
‘bad’ stuff (BATTLE BEYOND THE
STARS) and some silent classics
{(PHANTOM OF THE OPERAY. Now people
at this caon really know how to ap—
preciate that sort of stuff. Since
there is no sound track to the
siients, thozse in attendance took
great delight in providing their
owr;. 1§ you wanted to appreciate
the flick seriously, just plug your
ears; you’re not missing anything
anyway. As for BATTLE zand that ilk,
well, I always ¥felt they deservad
everything they got anyway...
Statler and Waldort of the Muppets
would have been proud of us!®

Halcon bills itself as a small/
medium regional. I think it is more
af 2 medium/large local. There
didn’t seem to be many peaple from
far cutside, though I could be
wrong. But, that ’local’ or family
foeling is possibly what I found
most endearing. It wmasn’t exactly =
relaxicon, but I had a much quister,
and more pleasent time than I have
had at other cons. The peaple had
the most to do with my enjoyment of
the con. No strutting egos in evi-—
dence invoking fan poliitics. Just a
iot of SF/comics fans who weare fun
to ne with.

The site, Halifax, wasn’t bad
either. HNot exactly a thriving
magaiopolis, it has a distinct charm
which made me sorry to leave it.

Lt
fewe?

I haven™t mentioned the GoHs...
What can one say about the Robinsons
and T=d Sturgeon that hasn’t been
said more 2ffusively by mers elo—
guant beings than myself? & real
treat to minglie with such.

The cor: cammittee put 2 lot of
love and devotion into the con, and
while it didn’t always work cut
aquite as planned—ang what con can
make that cleim?-—it showed through
nanetheless: and this enthusiasm,
coupled with incr=ased expgerience,
should make HALCONMN VI sven more of a
treat for jaded congoers.

f-——-Harc Gerin-Lajole. 0iiawal

Nasfacon X

Morthview Heights Secondary School,
Morth York (Taronto), Ontario, April
i7, 1982. BoHs: John Raobert Colombo,
Phyilie Gotlieb, Terrence Breen,
Robert Hadji,Capatain George
Henderson, Rober Priest, John Flint
Roy, Andrew Weiner.

One day cons don™t usually leave
snough of an ispression to comment
on, but Nasfacaon 3 did. It was arn
excellent attempt to give a day’s
entertai nment for %4, and I think
that by and large they succeesded.

Their location wasn’t the easiest
to get to, but facilities were more
than adequates. Equipsment for their
video program was in good shape,
which made for trouble—free viewing
of GALAYINA, THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD
STILL, WIZARDS, STAR CRASH, EARTH VS
THE FLYING SAUCERS, and the original
vergion of INVASION OF THE BODY
SHATCHERS. Some may not think that
tine—up to be that terrific (saome
are just plain haorriblel, but as
YECCH! magazine has shown, it’s okay
to lave bad films. I saw parts of
the laughable BALAZING, and the well

rawn and mildly erotic WIZARDS.
Good bad stuff. )

Dther video reooms showed episodes
of COSMOS, STAR TREXK (as usualld,
JOHNMY QUEST (!, FANTASTIC FOUR,
LOST IM SPACE ('), REWITCHED (fff!)
and the inveitable TREK BLOOPERS.

The real! meat of the con, though,
pas the programmsing. HMost panels



witi ‘adividual avthors consisted of
readings of their latest works (J.R.
Colombe®s anthologies have gotten me
very interested:, with Captian
George leading a discussion of the
best and worst, old and new movies
in the SF genre. 1[I caught bits and
pieces of these panels, but the
pane! that really attracted me had
Colaxsbo, Gotlieb, Weiner,; and Green
en Canadian SF. The general consen—
sus was that there is a Canadian
brand of 5F but there isn’t a Canad-
ian SF community as such, because of
sur rarge geography and small num-—
bers of writers. J.R. Coleombo com—
nlained about the lack of Canadian
sf book sales. People don’t seem to
suy a lot of Canadian st because
distribution is poor, and poor sales
pre-ents better distribution——catch
22. Colombo’s message was “BUY
CANfRIANY, a good piece of advice.

Small features always round out a
con, and Masfacon had a trivia con-—
test, and a draw for mavie posters.
The staff cafeteria was open and
cooking studernts made willing quinea
pigs aut of attendees, and from what
! was told, their concoctions were
pretty good. The art show was good,
but small, with leftovers from Con-
tradiction dominating (who owns that
inflatable tetrahedron, anyway?).
The dealers’ room was a little dis-
appointing, with 15 tables sold and
not all of those +illed. One af
Nasfacons’ organizers, Robert J.
Sawyer (O05FiC HMaderatar), said that
people just weren’t buying, and as
dealers’ room rep for Ad Astra 11, 1
agres. Dealers, I believe, are so
hard put in these days of sagging
economy that they are not willing ta
risk $20-$25 dollars for a table,
whers they praobably would make
mongy, hut would rather save their
“~ney and not bother. What was
thers nad good variety, but not many
attendess were in a buying mood.

The ather disappointment, accord-
ing tn Sawyer, was the attendance.
H2 =574 about 200 pecople came to the
can, 3wt they were expecting about
doubl+ that. From what I saw, Nas—
taco"’= publicity people did a great
;ob spreading the word in Teronta’s
pepers. tv, radio, and in pasters
stuck on walls, and in windows all
over the city, but the people just
didn’ v coms,

12

in mprte of these disappoint-

ments, I feel that this Nasfacon was
a success, just like its two pre—
decessors. If you can get the atten
dance you had at Nasfacon 1, people,
vou’ll have it made. Damned good
effort.

f---~LIsyd Penney, Torontold

v-Con 10
Vanzouver,

Pro GoH: BE=2n Bova

Toastmaster: Michael Halsh

Fan GoH: Robert Runte

Co—-Chairs:dim Welch & Stuart Cooper

B.C., May 21-23, 1982

Like a number of othar cons this
vear, Y—Con had to change hotels at
the last minute. This in turn forc-—
ed a reduction in scale, since the
Best Western Hotel was consisderably
smaller than the originally planned
Stieraton Villa Inn. Since the con
already had the normal number of
pre—-resgistered and out-of—town
fans, they seem ta have accamplished
this necesczary reduction by the
simple expedient of not advertizing
locally. Thus, 994 ot those attend-
ing were either from ocut-—of-town or
long—-time fans. All of which added
up to this being the most "fannish’
V-—can sver.

This, of course, was just great.
Everyhody there knew everybody else
and the whole thing quickly took on
the atmosphere of a large relaxicon,
with fans constantly remarking how
it was just like RAIN only hetter.
The only pecple who seemed a little
dubious about the whole thing were
the con co-Chairs, who had campaign—
ed for the V-Caon franchise on the
grounds that they would put a halt
to the creeping fannishness that was
threatening to turn V-Cons into
large relaxicons.... (One was never
sure whether the effusive compli-—
ments showered on the co-chairs
weren’t just a bit of the old *rub-
bing it in’, but in the end, one
can’t argue with success.) On the
other hand, most of the major pro-
gramming came off as scheduled, and
the few neos, fringefans, and out-
siders who managed to find their way
inte the con seemed quite satisfied.



Higaiight ot the con for o was
the reading by Vancouver author
William Gibson. I was totally blown
away by the excerpts from his novel-
in—progress {alrvready sold for an
impressive first advance). I was
alss very imprassed by his skill as
a readeer (I7ve heard same rsally
great pros murder their own works at
public readings) and felt that the
only thing lacking was a bongo drum
accompaniment. Breat stuff for
sure’

fgnother aspect
should be singled
the pragram book.

of the con which
out for gra2ise wnas
Most fans (on the
West Coast at any ratel) tend to take
program books for granted, but Barb
Przsklaca always does a particularly
goon job. Iin addition to being
tvpeset and of fset, and the usuxl
supariogr layoutbt, artwork, and
photos, it was bound pockethook
size, which is a convenience guickly
appreciated by any fan wha has ever
had to lug around an 8xil program
bool tor the duration of a con.
Thin encugh to it in a shirt
nocket, mine managed tg survive the
con and iive an as an attractive
SOUVENLr.

iow pointes were the traditional
Neofan’s panel at which necs are
supposed to be introduced to fandom
and con activities, but which was
rather redundant this yvear since
therz msren’t any nens at the coni
and the Canadian fandom panel which
wandersd rather dicsastrousiy of+f
topic. {Since I was an the latter
panel, it was at least 30Z1 my own
fault.} However, nc one szemed to
mind much, or even ta notice, so 1
wouldn’t put to much weight on these
camnlaints.

The banguet was quite adeguate,
and zss every year featured the Elron
fmards. The Elrons (net named after
. Ron Hubbard *nudge—nudgexwink-—
wink#lare presented to the worst §F
ef the vear—and there are always
lots of nominees! This year’ s
WinNners were:

Wors=t Film:2 SUPERMAEN II +{or
excrable print guality and for the
most unhelievable liberties taken
with the traditional story.

Worst TY Procram: MASTER FERVERY
THESTRE (Michael Dann’s convention
vidao specials).

wov el Gor Novel of 1981 GUARGSHAN
oF GBOR

wWorst Fan
BCSFGZINE

BCEFAZINE

Publicatian: NOT THE
i06. QCther nominess
100 {(for most missed
deadlines! NEW CANADIAN FANDDM, EH?
{(by Taral Hayne), and CHEAP TRICKS,
fanfic from Poriland.

Woret Fan Writer: Harry Andrushack,
for evervything he’s written. Other
naminees were: Taral Wayne {(for NEW
CaNsDIAN FANDOM, EM?)Y, and Garth
Trog Lewis {(for various apa
appearences}.

The Elran Hall of Shame: Mastse
Pervert Theatre. Other nominee:
Spider Robinson, {(for worst imper—
sonation of a Canadian.?

Special BGeneric Elron: this year a
special no-name Elron was awarded to
Jove Press for its NO FRILLS
SCIENCE-FICTION ROVEL.

wersg

(~——-Rabert Bunte. NLF)

MIEREC FANDOM SOES INTERNATIONAL
by Luc Pomsrleau

This past summer, GQuebec fandom
held its fourth annual convention,
Boreal 82, in Chicoutimi, from July
7 to il. The occasion was a bit
special this time around since it
was caupled with the Third Inter
national Francophone Convention, a
biennial gathering.

Present at the con were luminar—
ims from both sides of the Atlantic:
the readers, editors and contribu-
tors of our three fanzines {(SOLARIS,
POUR TA BELLE SUEULE D AHURI and
Renge Beaulisu, Elizabeth Vonarburg
{who arganized the conventionl,
Danizl Sernine, and Jean—Pierre
Aprils and the artists, among them
Jean—Pierres Normand and Mario
Gigusre, formed the guebecols
contingent. The Eurapean delegation
was camposed af some of the big

names of Freanch SF, such as
Daminigue Douay (writarl, Yves
Fremion (writer, editer, critic),

(critic & editeorl,
Jean—-Claude Mezieres (artist) and
Jean-Pierre Andrevon (writer,
critic, editor), together with a
handful of fans. Yo give the whale
procesdings a muitilingual accent,

Jacgues Goimard



cther guests were U..d. Cheaerryh,
Phyllis Gotlieb, Judith Merril, and
dohn Brunner, while Andrew Poarter
was the sole representative of the
American fan press.

During the five days of fun and
merriment, the participants f{approx
imately 170 in total, the usual
number for a Buebec con when it is
held in a more centrally located
city like Montreal, a crowd for a
far away place like Chicoutimi),
screenad films, talked, drank, talk-
ed, held pansls, drank, drew, drank,
slept through confrences, drank,
etc.——the usual stuft for an sf con.
The conferences were ftar the most
part veeeeery seegerious, with a
pronounced academic slant. For ex—
ampie, “The Merchandising of
SF" (much.less interesting than 1t
sounds), “"Wamen and SF*, “SF and

Religion", "Hunger of the Dead; the
Vampire Between Sf and Fantasy™:
“The Emergence of Historicsl Think-
ing in Parallel with the Birth of
Modern SF", "S5F, Prospective and
History in DUNE": etc.... All that
interspersed with lively panels
debates to enliven the proceedings,
giving a2 well rounded program.

At the end of the con, the Boreal
awards were given in eight categor-
ies. The winners: Rene Beaulieuw (SF
anthalagy), Joel Champetier (tie for
sf short)iJean—Francois Somcinshy
{(farntasy shart and tie for- st short)

by

Michetl beiii: {(fantasy novel and
fantasy antholaogv): Pierre D.
Lacroix {artist):; and Elisabeth
Vonarburg (best critic and st
novel). Ms. VYonarburg’s novel, LE
SILENCE DBE LA CITE (Denoel) had
alrz=ady won the French SF Grand
Prize and went aon to win the public
award at the Franch convention bheld
during Labour Day weekend in Dijon.

Al i ail, the con allowed the
fans aresent to witness the divers—
ity of SF and fantasy in the three
vor lds represented, sampling the
divergences and convergences of
their respective approaches. Ideas
ware 2xchanged, stimulating debates
tonk place, and contacts were estab-
lished. this con marked the first
time Quebec and French fandoms met
en masss, a most rewarding experi-
ance which can oniy stimulate them
poth. We realized again how much
Guehec fans have managed to strike a
micddie position between the more fun
oriented anglo—-saxan cons and the
sonetimes heavily intellectualized
atmosphere of French cons. We do
take our =S¥ seriocusly in many WAays,
but certain 1y are not adverse to
spice it up with fun activities.

Next vear, Quebec fans should
neet again, although the host city
has not been afficially chosen. But
some ftans are already working on it,
praoving that fandom is very alive
and #ell in our province.

(—=~-—fuc Powerleau, Hull, Guebec)

Al WiThewr_




T =i d o e
NonCon S

{Octahar 8-10, 1982,
Edmoston, Albkerta. GoH: C.J.
Cherryhi Fapn GoH: Steve Fahnestalks
Toastmaster: Jon Bustatscn.)

Regerncy Hotel,

Thiz year’s Nonlon was also the
third annual Canvention, the nation
al Canadian con. Highlight aof the
Canvention part of the program was,
of course, the award presentation at
the banquet Saturday night, but
there were also some panels on Cana-—
dian s¥ and Canadian fandom to round
things out. Canvention seemed to
attract more out of town fans to
NonCon, especially out of province
Canadians, but the lack of any lacal
advertizing (other than an embarrass
ing story in the infamous EDMONTON
SUM)} kept the con relatively small,
I personally thought this was great
since there were anly three people
at the con I didn’t know, and when 1
met them 1 knew sverybody.

Gad £.J. Cherryh was everything
har reputation made her out ta be
and more——the best GoH i1t has ever
beer my pleasure to see at a coan.
Her reading from a work in progress
was the highlight of the convention.
She wzs entertaining and informative
ot ail of the panels she partici-
pated in and her comments at the
shart story contest/workshop consti-
tuted the best advice to writers
i"ve hzard in vyears.

All this, mind wvou, while she was
cantined to a wheelchair and in
considerable pain. Shartly before
leaving for the con, Cherrvh was
bitten by a poisgnous spider. In
spite of her doctor’s advice to
cancel out, and the aobvious incon-
venience of travelling in a wheel-
rhair, she attended anyway. Treat-
mer:t tw:. the poison reguired that
she keep the bitten leg raised and
war . (with a heating pad), so she
couidn’t get too far from an
electrical outlet or her wheelchair.
She was also taking medication for
the pain, but had to cut the dosags
to e able to stay alert at the
con——-all of which strikes me as
ahove and beyond the call of duty!

{And peaople thought 1 had a case
of heros woarship before the con....
After seeing Cherryh soldier

L5

through, and still manage to be the
mast gracious GoH ever, ay opinion
aof the arrogant performances af a
tew of the pros on the con circuit
has bzen lowered sven further.j

One serious complaint with the
NonCon concom was that they failed
ta provide Cherryh with a personal
gopher. HMany cons routinely assign
ane or more goohers to the 6o to
ensure that they find their way to
their panels cn time, and that they
have someone to run errands, etc.
Naturally, with the GoH in a wheel-
chair and unable to fend for her-—
sel¥, thiz= becomes vital, but the
comcan abandoned Cherryh to her own
devices. There was of courss no
shortaege of willing volunteers to
push Cherryh hither and von, but
there were several occasions when no
one came forward because they simply
assumed that someone afficial would
be along shortly, and the potential
volunteer did not want to intrude an
Cherryh. While the concom may be
excused for not having someome
standing by when Cherryh had to
hobble down five flights of steps
wher the fire alarm went off at S in
the morning; nct assigning somecne
toc assist her from cone panel to Lhe
next was rather a major lapse.

On the other hand, the artshow &
auction and the shoart story contest
& warkshop were particularly good
this vear. The short story contest
had $200 in prize money, with
Marianne Nielsen of Edmonton winning
tirst prize, Lorne Ericson of Sask-
atoon taking second, and Darcy
Grieshuber of Edmonton getting thisd
prize. The art =z=how grossed over
$7,200 (a NoanCon record) which is a
goad thing since membherships were
down aond the con needed the artshow
fees to show a profit.

The HeocolooCon hoax is alzs wor un
mentioning, though I’a told the
actual panel presentation was dis—

appointing. HooDooCon program bocks
detailing the nonexistent convention
were dicstributed and HooDooCon t-—
shirts (showing a dinascur in space
helmnet) were worn by the conspir—
ators. Pro GoH was the iate Edgar
Rice Burroughs, Fan GoH was the
Canadi:an Senate, and louis Leakey
was Toastmaster. The con bhotel was



the +amous Drumheller Correctional
Tnetityte ("the statf have had
extensive experience dealing with
unusual people®) and the programming
faatured a tour of Vulcan (Alberta).
Cyranc Jones organized the huckster
room, and Nero was in charge of the
costume Bacchanal. Drumheller, for
the non—-Albertans out there, is
Canada’s answer ta the Grand Canyon
and the alien looking Hoodoo 1land-
scape would be a great place to hold
a tcn.

The NonCon business meeting went
extremely smoothly (i.e., I pushed
through the nmew NanCon constitution
without opposition) and the Calgary
committee was elected ta host NonCon
6 next year as expected. )

On the whole, I’d have tao say the
con was as successful as any, but
that the concom was perhaps just a
shade tce laid back in its attention
to detail.

CONTRADICTION 2

John’s Hotel Niagara, Niagara Falls,
NY, rovember 19-21, 1982. Pro GoH:
Thomas Disch, Fan BoH: Ro Fields
(Lutz—-Nagey!). Artist GoH: Carl
Lundgren, Fan Artist: Kevin Davies

Tha major factors determining a
fan’s enjoyment of a con are, first,
their own programming preferences
(party fans sometimes hate it; some
sercon fans don’t party), and
second, the number of clouse friends .
that will be there.

Contradiction 2 had little
serious programming. There were
readings by the GoH Thomas Disch
(despite his cold), and a
typicelly inept local TV interview
which Tom tried very hard to make
interesting.

Thomas DRisch has just finished a
new novel entitled, A TROLL OF
SUREWOULD FOREST: A POST-MODERN
PANTOMIME FOR THE READING IMPAIRED.
Due t2 his cold he was unable to
give a long reading fram the novel
as p.anned but instead read his
recent OMNI sald, "A Shirt’s Tale:
The Short’s Story", and some poems
from the collection, BURN THIS. He
also mentioned a new series of hard-
bound special editions fram
Toothpaste Press. The series will
conszist of illustrated, slipcased ik

shart stories. The first, "Red
Noise" by John Sladek has an intro
by Disch, and Disch’s story
"Ringtime" will appear scon. I
would also like to mention the
recent Disch poetry collection,
ORDERS OF THE RETINA (Toothpaste
Press, Iowa) and the story
collection, THE MAN WHDO HAD NO IDEA
(Bantam Baooks).

Other programming included slide-
shows Ly Profrt GoH, Carl Lundgren
and FanArt GoH Kevin Davies. The
Lundgren show was professional but
modest while the Davies show was a
fannish sing-along. Ro Fields
staged an exciting juggling act and
ended it by juggling three bowling
balls. {(He had promised to do it
with the balls in flames but the
hotel refused permission.)

What I saw of the costumes were
excellent and I hear that the
filksings were well attended. The
dealers room was always packed and
mast of the dealers reported good
sales. The art show was impressive,
but only if you could find it.
Besides the beautiful Lundgren
originals was artwork by Davies,
Rice, and Smith. Dragens still
dominate the themes but we all love
them. Surprisingly, the bids at the
art auction were low. The consuite
was always open with free bheer and
good music.

I must admit that I missed having
sericus programming. (Thank god I
love ta party.l I also missed the
presence aof many of my .closest
friends. It s usually easy to meet
fans in a new area but Taoronto has
sa many different groups that it
takes some mingling to get to know
which people you like. (A con next
July, Millenium, is supposed to help
that. The organizers have a "Let’s
be friends®” policy.) I’m not much
of a club—goer and I rely on cons to
meet people. 1 aonly wish that more
Western fans could get to the cons 1
attend here. I miss them.

Fans did come from as far away as
Halifax, Tennessee, and Connetticut.
Ottawa seemed absent. (I saw a
flyer for Maplecon 5, but it didn’t
mention Canvention 4. There was
nothing there about Pendulum, Ottawa
in April.) I asked around abaout
Halcon and when I finally found
someone from Nova Scotia they told



me oac they had forgotten ts put
the:ir Fflysr on the freshie table.
Dozens oF con groups did: Millenium—

June, Toronto: Maplecan S5—Julvy,
Ottowas Ad Qstea [I11-Sept, Toronto;

and a number of American cons.
f~-~Fred ¥szjenko, YTororto
(recently of Calagary?l

LAnd now another report an ths case
carni...or was ift?]

fhout a year ago, ! wroits an
adeittadly naive report about
Contradiction 1, saying I snjoyed
myself and would go again. 8o thisg
yvaar I did go again. &k, for those
days cf naivete.

With no real progress reported
with the concom’s court battle with
the Buffalo Marriott Hotel for
puliing con facilities;, even with a
written contract, Contradiction
seems firmly ensconced within the
sate confines of John”= Hotel
Hiagarae, a good place for a small
con iike this one. John’s has
Cleaned up a lot of problems since
last time, and the stay was much
mors enjoyable.

This canvention gquickly picked up
nickname of NonProgrammscon due to
the iack of any real activity during
the con.

Friday was a slow
all cons on Friday. The usual
dealers’ room filled very slowlvi,
the artshow looked pretty sparsed
and there were films showing in the
main ballrgom. The svening was
busier with a puny masguerade MCed
by Valley Girl Michelle Lundgren,
and an aborted dance. Elessar
Tetramariner®s sound system decided
to take the evening off, so it was
an early night for all except for
filkers.

Thomas Disch was very badly
employed by the concom, as he was
secreted away Iin a seldom used part
ot the hotel, reading from a new
novel of his. He didn’t tzake part
in any other pragramming, and I
heard that Disch had & mild case of
larvngitis, so he really did nothing
that weskand. 6 pity, he would have
been interesting toc talk to...turnsd
out that I never even saw him.

Saturdavy’s programming, such as
it was, was uneventful. A couple of
reacings bv Michelle Lnndgren and

day, as with
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lLes Aasiscn attempted to 111 the
day. as an art presentation by Carl
tundgren ang a Tilm greview of
coming s¥ movies wers cancelled. A
thinly disguissd Ro Lutz—-Nagey
juggled once more, and was followed
by Kevin Daviss presenting a slide
shaow of his art: at least; trying
to——the proijertns renortedly broke

dowrt.
avening was the varigus parties.

The best part of the Saturday

Sunday was & close—down day, as
canrvention missed out on thelir
chance to show films in the
ballroom. HNothing happensd.
Other than some gaming in smaller
out—of-the-way rooms, not much came
af¥ properly. The film program
came cut the best, with steady
attendance from people who found
thesselives with nothing ts do. The
promiss not to show SUSSIEFAN
STRIKES BACK, the Australian
Morldoon bid film, was popularly
received. DR. STRANGEILOVE, DR. WHO
IND THE DALEKS, and VOYAGE TO THE
SOTTOM OF THE SEA were the big films
in a good selection of shorts, plus
fa..Continued on page 2927

the



CoNnvENT ION ANNODUNCEMENTS

CONGTVELLATION CON 83

Empress Hotel and/or Harbour Towers,
Victaria, B.C. Februrary 18-21,
198:5. GoHs: Damon Knight & Kate
Wilheim; Fan GoH: Bjo Trimble:; Toast
mastar: Jerry Pournelles; with Larry
Niven, Theodare Sturgeon, David
Gerrold, & Frank Marshall. Chair:
Dave Qlden. %25
"83, Box 15-805 Cecil Blagg Dr.,
Victoria, B.C. V?C 3HB. NOARNING:
REAL THE ARTICLE ELSEWHERE IN THIS
ISSUE BEFGRE ATTENDING THIS CON!

RAIN CING (SANK)

Sands Motor Heotel, Vancouver, B.C.
Febr yary 25-26-27, 1983. Pra GoW:
Avram BDavidson;Canadian GoK:
Crawford Kilianj Fan GoH: Jayce
Rubin. Chair: Evelyn Behesti.
Vancouver’s relaxicon, now in its
fifth year. Amateur art auction,
make your own mask masquerade,
panels, films, a workshop with
author Crawford Kilian, a message
worikshop, body & face painting work-—
shops, a how-to-party workshop, but
mostiy, RAIN = parties. %10. Mail
to RAIN CING, P.D. Box 48478, Ben—
tall Centre, Vancuver, B.C. V7X 142

HALCDON &

Loyula Building, St. Mary’s Univer-—
sity, Halifax, Nova Scotia: March 4-—
6y 1983. Pro GoH: Robert Asprin:
Toastmaster: BGalad Elflandsson: Fan
GoH: Beb Atkinson (Halcon’sg
fourder); Special Guests: Lynn Abbey
and M.A. Bramstrup. Con Chair: Bohbbi
Slater. Movies, dealers’ rocm, art
shov: and auction, games rocm, ban-
quet, panels. New this year ic a
costume ball. Con hotel is Holiday
Inn, #38/night single or double.
Memb srship rates: %15, $29 with

banquet. Halcaon 6, P.0.Box 295,
Stn. ¥, Halitax, Nova Scotia.
CONCHPTION

Stucsnt Union Bldg., University of
Victoria, Viectoria, B8.C. Chair: Dan
Caws2y March 9, 1983. Local one—day

con; May be cancelled or postponed
in view of Constellation Cen ’83, so
check first.

Constellation Con
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V—-Con 11

Richmand Inn, Richmond, B.C. (Van-—
couvearl. GoH: Frank Herbert; Fan
SoH: Elizabeth Warren; fArtist: Bill
Warren: Toastmaster: Geraoges
Giguzre. Chair: BGay Maddin. V-Con

is Vancouver’s main annual conven-—
tion, with the usual sort of program
ming. Unlike V—Con 10, this year’s
con will ke based on the *bigger is
better® philasophy of con—-design, so
think big. %12 to Dec 31,%15 to May
7, $18 thereafter. V-Con 11, P.0O.
Bex 48478, Bentall Centre, Vancou-—
ver, B.C. VU7X 1A2

MAPLECON S/CANVENTION 4

Carlton University, Ottawa, Ontario
July 135,16,17,1983 GoH: TBA. Maple-
con 3 has been designated this
year’s Canvention, so the 1983 Canacd
ian Science Fiction & Fantasy Award
(CSFFA) will be presented at the
hanquet. $8 to January 15; 312 tao
Ppril 15, $15 thereafter and at the
door. Room rates under $30/night
including meals (campuses are
cheap!). P.0O. Box 3165, Station
“D*, Ottawa, Ont., KiP 6H7.

ConSteliatiaon

Z2ist WorldCon, Baltimore Convention
Centre, Sept. 1-3, 1983. GoH: Jchn
Brurneri Fan GoH: Dave Kylei Toast-—
master: Jack Chalker. Worldcons are,
cf course, the largest cons, with
the most pros, the most programming,
and uvsuvally the most problems.
attending memberships $30 to Dec 31,
1982,

NanCan 6
FPalisar Hotel, Calgary, Alberta.
October 7-9, 1983. BGoH: Drson Scott

Card. Chair: Eric Tillbrook. Non-
Con is Alberta’s regiaonal convention
and generally alternates between
Edmenton and Calgary. Usual program
ming, films, huckster room, short
story contest & writers workshops,
etc. plus NonCon’s famous artshows
and art auctions. %10 tc Jan.17?
MonCan &, P.0O. Box 473, 5tn."G",
Calgary, fAlberta T3A 2G4



Impending Disaster

CONSYELLATION CONW *83

Constellation Con 83 (Victoria,
BC, Feb. 1B-21i} is in desparats
trouble. Its aorganizers have made
just about every mistake it is
poscible to make and seem intent on
providing a Canadian eguivalent to
the Puget Sound Star Trex disaster
of the early *>79s. HNot only ars
they in danger of losing their own
shirts, they threaten ail ot
Canadian fandom, since a faiiure o+t
this scale will turn beth fans and
hotels off future cons in the area.

There are three SF clubs in Yic—
toria: the Science Fiction Associa—
tion of Victoria (SFaV), the United
Federation of Canadian Star Trekhkers
(UFCST3 and the University of
Victoria Science Fiction Association

(UVicSFA)Y. The SFAV and WUVicEBFS co—
hosted FAIR-ISLE, a successful one

day con in March 81. (Sze NOF#1}.
UVicSFA and UFCST co—hosted IMAGINE
this year (see report elsewhere in
thiz issuel. These people are now
organizing Conception for March of
this year. While not spectacular,
thess cons have bsen quite enjoyasble
and have always achieved their
sensibly limited cobjectives. These
smail cons have grovided invaluable
experience for Victoria fandom in
running conventions, and it was
generally recognized that they were
slowly working up to a full-scals
regional, possibly even taking a
turn® hosting V—-Cons (as Edmonton and
Calgary share NonCon). Al11 this
careful buildup, however, 15 0cw
threatened by Constellation.

The Constellation organizers are
NG? part of the zbove groups. As
far as I have been able to deter—
mine, only one of the committes had
heen invealved with fandom before

deciding to organize Constellation.
13

n Victoria?

Only twoe of tha committee have ever
attended = convention before. Yet
thase pecple are now intending &o
haost the largest convention ever
helid in Cansda.

It is hardly surprising, there-
fore, that they have managed to get
sust about everything wrong.

~The name: Constellation is, of
alsn the name of this year’s
Worldron in Baltimore. One of
Victoria’e Consteliaticn concom told
me that they bad “researched” the
name before choosing it and had not
zhout the Baltimore Constella-—

Since the Worldcon is includ-
ed in every con listing in the
worid, this doss nct inspire my
canfidencae in their knowledge of
fandoms.

~The dates: ¥ictoria fandom, in
the person of the THMABINE organizers
had promissed that future Victoria
cons would be scheduled at least a
month away {froe Vancouves Cons,
since schduling conflicts are detei-—
mentz2i to hoth cons. Having made
that mistake cnece with IMAGINE, they
were not about to repeat it.
Unfortunately, the Constellation
srganizers chose to i1gnore this
advice and are holding their con the
wnek bamfore Rain S.

This in turn will practisliy
eliminate any chance of attracting
fosrican confans to Constellation.
Why go tc a new con run by an
inexperienced concam, when you can
go toc an established and highly
regard con in Vancouver a week
later? Bhile constellation may
still draw some American ST/58# tans,
or those attracted by the 1list of
gussts, “"fannish®* fans will be
absant. This sesms an unnecessSary
handicap.

—-The GoH list: Caonstel
cffaered to pay travelling

course,

koown
tign.

e

iation ha
and note

.
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expenses for oot one; not two, but
ten guests. No con in North America
has sver paid for more than four
guests, and standard practice is for
one pra GoH, one fan GoH, and
accasionally a Toastmaster if the
con can afford it. A few cons have
beer ahle to afford extra cuests by
accumul ating funds over the caurse
of several years of successful caon—
ventions, and others attract extra
gquests (unpaid) by building up a
solid reputation as great cons.
Constellation con “83 has neither an
estahlished reputation nor a resarve
of cash.

~The hotels: In keeping with i1ts
grandiose planning, Canstellation
has rented not one, but two hotels,
and those the twc higgest in
Victoria. The Empress Hotel is
pert:aps one aof the three most famous
hotels in Canada--and far tooc snooty
to be happy about hosting a bunch of
t-shirt wearing, lazer-hlzasting
kid=. I anticipate an endless
seriez gf incidents which will lmave
both the congoers and the haotel
extiremely unhappy. And what affects
one P hotel, affects them all....

rebutfed their advice and
‘volked the local fans that the

el

Furthermore, room rates foc L0
Empress are $352/single & $62/double,
about %20 more than a double room
at Nornlon this year. This tcoo will
discourage attendance.

Of more immediate concern is
the +act that Constellation cannot
poasibly afford two hotels, ar even
the Empress alone. 0Only the World-—-
con needs that much space, and only
2 Worldoon can atford it. I
suspeact the concom is counting
heavily on abtaining discounts on
its function space in return for
filling the hotel, but at $62/night
there is little hope of that.

—~The breakeven point: with ten
paid quests and two hotels, the
breakeven point will require about
i,000 people, even at %20 a head.
This is more than twice the
attendance at any previous Victoria
con, and larger than even the
largest V-Lon. Some would see this
as a bit ambitious for a first try
by inexperience fans.

~The Concom: 17ve already
nentiondd that the concom is
inexperienced, but to ensurg failure
they have managed to alienate ail
the available experienced fans 1in
Victoria. Rather than turning ta
the fans involved in Fair—Isle and
Iaagine for help, Constellation
%0 pro-—

University cluy circulated a letter
to all the zines/clubs in Canada and
the West Coast politely denying any
involvement in Constellation. This
is about the worst publicity
possible, of course, providing the
con with vet another handicap.
Furtnermore, a con of the scale
envisaged by the concom requires a
hegh supply of manpower. Even if
the committee can manage on their
ow 10 the planning stages, the
concom will need dozens of extra
gafers and helgers to run registra-
tion, graojectors, chair pannels, and
s@ on, but their local supply of
tans has simply washed their hands
of the whale thing. Similtarly, the
concom has not sought the irnvaolve-
meEnt o advice nof Vancouver fans,
even though Vancouver has the
longest running zon in Canada.

One meamber of the concom told be
that manpower was nao problem since



ol B >3 arranged tor registra— firnancing through the sals of

tion s be nandled by computers. adverfi2ifig.

Anocthsr wrote me that lack of advice ~Booking the Emprescs does allow
wazs i arohlem because theis fan Constellation to cash in on the
quest, Bjo Trimble, knew ali about hotel’s reputation, particularly as
running cens. {This may well be the warld™s last bastion of

true, but Bio lives a thousand milas Edwardian culture. High tea has an
trom the concom and may not reslize anachronistic flavour that should
that her fan GoHship includss sppeal to fans.

organizing the con!)? The same woman —The concom membsyrs have made z
then added that *We have all sarts concerted etfart to attend a number
aof girganizations and professicnal of out-of—town cons batween now and

+

help in setting up our convention: nstellaticn. And, if the two I

m
oo

from the Ministry of Tourisa to the m=2t at HonCon were any indication,
Chamber of Commsrce....® Samehow. I there are zome intelligent, enthus-
fail to ¥ind this reassuring. dould iastic and promising pecpls on the
you want to attend an sf con commitice.
designed by the Chamber of Commerce?

—tMailing address. As i¥ ali the Can Constellation Con 83 be

above weren’t enough, the cancom has saved? On the basis of my talks
been saddled with an additional -
handicap in the forem of their mail-
ing address. Box 15-BOS Cecil Blogg
Drive struck many fans as a joke
(since Blog is fannish punch}) and
given the unlikelihood of any real
con making all the ahove mistakes, a
numbe: of people came to the conclu-
sion that the whole thing must he a
hoax. Since hgax cons abound (such
as Hoodoocon at NonCon this year),
this was nat entirely an unreascn-—
able concliusion. More bad FR for
Constallation,

Up until MonCon, I aight have
ended my article here and simply
wairned everyons away f{(as did Linda
Rass-Marnsfisld in the lastest issus
ot NDETHERN LIGHTS). Howsver, I had
the opportunity of talking to Myles
Bes (Deputy-Chair: and lLawrie
Bridgman (Communications) at NonCaon.
These twn a2t least, seemed acre than
willing to listen to advice and to
seek cantact with fandoem st large.
They were alse able to demonstratse
come of the things the concom had
got right:

—FR has been handied well. I
found the flver to be pretty good,
with one of ths best con logos aver.
(For ay nanfCanadian readers I shoueld
explain that Victoria 1s Canada’s
retiresment ity and is a throwbheck
to Edwardian England-—-thus the alis=n
serving high tea to an English
gentleman is uniguely approgriste
here.? The Progress Report was The Lopstsilation fon 83 lago
reascnably well done, and self-

£...Continued on page 247



Nils Helmer Frome
Found And Lost

Michael Dann, with Brenda Yvonne

1 read Taral Wayne’s article,
"Sameg As It Ever Was®", in issue #5
and snjoyed it very much. However,
on the second read-through, I
noticed the lack of concrete infor-—
mation and the number of guesses
about Nils Frome. Taral made one
suggestion that really made me
curious. He speculated that Frome
was a soldier, since he lived at
Camp 3; Bloedel, B.C. Parhaps
because I have been interested in
the military history of the area, I
wondered that there was a military
camp that I had never heard of. The
answer aoccured to me fairly guickly,
but grobably would not be as cbvious
to Taral who liVves in Toronto.

One of B.C.’s largest lumbsr
companies 1is MacMillian—Bloedel.

The name of the town (which is ten
miles north of Campbell River an
Vancouver Island) is suggestive of
the lumber company. It seemed
reasagnable to assume that the
enigmatic Nils Frome was, in
reality, a logger. Armed with a few
guezses and a lot cf help fraom the
rast of Spuz-—-Manor [the Vancouver
slan shack where Dann lives—Ed.1 we
set out to find ocut what we could
about the elusive Mils Frome.

We eventually manageéd to locate
Nila Frome’s family. He is survived
by his half-brother Louie and
Louie’s vife Alice. He had the
pleasure of interviewing them and
locking at a lot aof Frome®s ilater
work and what remains of his
perscnal papers. Nils Frome,
tunately, is dead.

Mils Helmer Frome was born in
Ratansbryn, Jamtland, Sweden on the
10tk of July, 1918. Upon the death
of bis sother (about a year later}
he was sent to live with friends of
the family. ®hen his father was
again in @ position to care far him,
Helmer {as his family calls him) was

untor—

2c

about 4 y=ars old.
strong-willed aind, the child
dacided that he wantzd to remain
with the foster family, who later
adopted him.

He came to Canada with them in
1924 and later lived in Fraser
Mills, where he attended Hillstead
schoogl. He later attended the voca-
tional art schoocl in VYancouver.
Helmer was very much & “"loner"™ as a
chilgd and throughout his life. He
seemns ta have had faw (if any) clase
triends, spending most of his time
collecting science fiction, reading
history, drawing and writing. He
had hoped to find a copy of his (and
Canadz”s) first fanzine, or at least
1ts title, but there are no copies
of anything he might have written in
the possession of the family. So
the title of Canada’®s first zine may
never bDe kntwn.

Aftter leaving school, Helmer want
to work in the lumber camps and
mills. He was a tall and fairly
healthy—looking young man, unmistai-—
abiy of Scandinzvian ancestry. He
worked in the local area and moved
over to Camp S5, where he worked in
the cookhouse. He had managed to do
some sketches of the camps. He
seems to have been unhappy with his
Iife and what he was doing, changing
jobs at irregular but freguent inter
vals. Helmer had some emcotional
problems in his dealings with other
peaple. He spent a fair bit of time
trying to work them out, but they
would continue to torment hiam.

Much of Helmer’s moving arocund
seems to have resulted from his
baeing a loner and from a creative
mind that quickly became bored with
any situation. He seesms to have
been unable to communicate with manvy
of his fellow warkers, due to his
above-—average intelligence and his
inability to communicate on the marc

With a typical



2! oy, Ha g i g
in Gis eariy twen tlEm, %ﬁth caused
hie some Yrouble in kseping iobs.

It tater devoloped into a real drink
ing groblem.

Frome spent the war “froren® on
the job in the lumbsr casps. “Fresz
ing”® meant that one was in 8 stra—
tegically important occupation and
coula not he released to enlist.
Skillad lumbermen were in short
sunniy and =0 were frozen. Helser
never had the chanee to go into the
torces, though his brother suggests
that he wouldn’t have wmantad tg
2nvwav. 1t was about the end of the
war hg2 sesmz to have dropped ocut of
fancsoms.

Cvar the next fow years, ne had a
nusser of jobs bafors gc1ng to work
in Tahsise. There are = numbesr ot
hiz drawinge done in camp thers
Thev are somawhat simiiar tco the
1llustration in NCF #5. The eves
wars Tatrangs’. His family noted
that "he never could draw eyes”.
whi 2 in Tah=sis, he became 111 with
a2 bomel ohstruction that asarly
killed him, sending him to hospital
for 7& days. The eresulting asdical
prociem left him unable to pertorm
hezavy work of the type he had bsen
doil 5. This was June 1933,

fttas ke got ocut of the hospital,
Helxsor had & period of reediustaeen t
He had started to draw more whiie 1
hoscital. Thers are & number of
sketches of the patients and nurses.
Atter a3 whiley, Helmer started to
work as an artist, doing some free--
lance work, but mostly as a salarisd
emp!oysse of varicus companies. He
apg2ars te hkave done socas cof tne
des:gn work on the restoration of
the Cariboo Goldrush town of Barker—
ville while working for the Depari-
ment af Recreation and Ccnservation
of B.C. 6Gn illustration that he did
of Billy Barker (after whom the toawn
was camed) was used on the Depart—
ment letterhead. Sose of his work
for the project was used o the
cavers of such magazines as the
QUESNEL GGVERTISER and NORTH REST
DIGEST. Helmer also did much of the
research tor the restoration
project. Thers are 2 number of cld
pholgoraphs that wer 2 used on the
project st1l1l in his papers aleng
with his notes. Some ot the Barker-—
ville drawings include the mannikin

; B P& S gt 2l amaa antd The
ghotos at tbm f i nhished di:piay Hes

left the dept. to try his hand as an
artist due to his failing he&lth,
norsdom, nis deinking groblem, and a
desire to cee aore of the province.
Sfrter the civil sesrvice, Helmer
spent much of hs time on his art.
He tried tn make his living as a
ai artist in the Lower Main—
B.C.. while touring the rest
rovince on metorcycle. On
trips Helasr took shotographs
that he sould use in his work. He
fzir bit of success, but
nately, he didn’t make s go
inancizily. Amoung hic smore
resting projects was & seriess of
! rngs that ran under his byline
in THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN newspaper
i Now Westminizster. These ran at
the appar=ant rate of one drawing
every few days Some of the more
interesting sketches are to be found
in the Decembsr 1957-Januarvy 1958
izsups. Somes ot these same drawings

were also sold to other papers and
magazines outside the Lower Mainland
ared. In this pericd, he triec o
5211 the illustrations as postcards.
The illustratieon reprintsd here
seems to be the only one that
actually aades it into production.

The svamplse of his art that have
survived in his gapers have nothing
tn do with fandom. There are a few
drawings that sesm to have an
=lement of fantasy tao them, but most
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are of buiidings,
plares. They are almost uniformly
wel. drawn. He had a magnificent
hand for the lines and the feel of
objects. The few portraits aof
animals have a loving touch and dry
sense of humour to them that his
illustrations of people lack. After
seeing one of his portraits, we had
the opportunity of meeting the
model. It was hard to bhelieve that
the attractive young woman (his
niece) was the same persan in
Frome’s hard and unflattering
drawing with its harsh syes.
it was the eyes. “He never could
draw eyes.” Throughout his drawings
the eyes were sombre, darl,
broocding, and somehow frightening.
Perhaps his inability to understand
peciple expressed itself in the eyes
of his portraits. The only
portraits which did not suffer from
the "strange" eyes wers thaose of a
few relatives and close friends.

Atter his financial failure as an
artist in B.C., and troubled with
the problems that continued to
tormznt bhim, he went to visit his
family in Sweden. About a year
later his adopted family in B.C. was
infocrmed that Nils Helmer Frome was
found dead in the Hydro Hotel in
Llarndudno, Caernarvonshire, Wales.
He had been working on oddjobs and
as & part-time boilerman for the
hotel. His diary reveals that he
had considered suicide for some
time. The date was the 27th of
March, 19462. He was less than 44
vears old. He had one three—-penny
piece in his possession.

sSni1ps, trains, and

tMostly

LEditor’s notes: Hhep Kichael Dann
subwitted this article to me, he
reparked thet he was haunted by the
feeling that KRils was a typical fan,
but mwho lacked a fandom to join.

Had there been an arganized local
fandow in Yancoaver in the fifties
@5 there is today. Nils® life might
have turned out guite differentliy.d
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CIXPERDING DISASTESZ IN VICTORIA
j --.lontinued froe page 217

with Myles and Laurie I am inclined
to bhe a2 bit more optimistic about
Constellation Con’s chances. I
think they can still pull if off If
&ND ONLY IF they (i1)drop ane of the
two hotels (and judging by its lack
of coocperation so far, preferrably
the Empress, in spite of its
advantages): (2)drop all of its paid
guests cther than the official GoH’ s
(Daman Knight, Kate Wilhelm, % Bjo
Trimbled: (3lscale down the entire
operation to about 400 attendess
{which is still aiming high in these
days of recession})i and (4rachieve a
reconcilation with the local clubs
and get help. Otherwise the con is
doomed.

el

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:

“Fgoboc is like a drug: either
you learn to live without it, or you
need larger and larger doses.®™

~——Mike Sutton, December 1979
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SF +OR YOUNS aDULTS

conica Hughes® Isig trilogy is a
great example of science fiction far
young adults and this is a difficult
kind of fiction to do wall. In
GUARDIAN OF IS5IS (Flset Publishers,
14Cpp, %#12.95) and THE ISIS PEDLAR
(Fleet Fublishers, 12! pp, $12.959),
the Edmonton author completes the
story she began in THE KEEPER OF THE
ISIS LIGHT. it 15 a story of young
individuals passing through ethical
rites of passage, but it is =lso the
story of a whole community as it
loses touch with civilization and
thern finds the chance to begin creat
ing one of its own.

In BUARIDAN OF ISIS, the commun-—
ity of settlers an the planet Isis
has stayed in one valley whers Marik

London, the boy who could naot fare
Olwsn, the young Keepzr altered by
surgery to survive on Isis, has
achieved complete cantrol over the
people. By telling them myths,
creating taboos about where they can
go, and hiding all technalagy, he
has {torced them back to a Primitive
Agricultural Phase. Only Jody
N’Kuma, grandson of the youngest
settler, has an inquiring mind, arnd
this gets him into trouble, especial
ly with President tondon. London
finally sends him from the valley &
seek out the Buardian, who agpears
to have helped him solve some small
proGlsms, but he intends for Jody to
die in tha oxygen—pacr highlands.

Jody not only survives, he finds
Giwen and her golden rohot comgpani on
and tells them much they don’t know
aboutr the community they have 1ived

doug barbour

agart +rom for seventy vyears. In
return, they tell him the truth
about his origins. Jdody has to go
back, both to save the valley from
floading and ino grepare himself ta
he a leader one day with the kind of
bnowledge his people will need. How
he doss this and what he lsarns from
his experiences fore the smotionzl
caore of the novel.

THE ISIS5 PEDLAR takes place siu—
teen vears later. Batn Olwen and
Mark London ere dead, but London’s
repressive, bkackward-looking rule is
carrizd on by his son. The pedlar
ot the title is an interstellar
rogue who defies RQuarantine on the
planet to attempt a massive ’sting’
cn the simple inhabitants. Thaee
are two protagonists! David N’ Kueo,
dady’s nephew, and Moira Flynn, the
pediar’s daughter. Both must pass
through trials in arder to save the
community ¥rom its own gresd and
Michaal Flynn’s manipulation of it.
They do so, and 21l in love as
well. At the end Jody N> FHume

es Presideat and is wise enaugh
to sze that Isis must take its own
ime and 1S own way to civilization
i1¥ itg pmaple are ever to control
their own destiny. Moira elects to
stay with Jody and help in the
rebullding.

What raises these hooks far above
the average ars Hughes’ skills as a
writer. Her characters are well
developed and they think as well as
teels her descriptions of alien
fandecapes are evocativel and her
narratives never slacken. Finally,
the moral dimension, while never
ottrusive, is always pressnt.
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doan D. Vinge aiso knows fiuw to
keep a narrative maoving, and in
FISON (Doublieday Canada,. 346pp,
%$16.93), she maintains a tense pace
throughout. PSION is Ms. Vinge’s
first novel for young adults, and on
the whole this story of a juvenile
delinquent who finds a reason to
live 1in hias special talents and the
people he comes to share them with
15 successtul.

Cat tells his own story of living
in the slum of a great world, being
caught and saved from transportatiocn
because af his ESP potential. In
fact he is tthe half-breed son of
the union between human and Hydran
-—one af a race of highly developed
ESPars who have almost been wiped
out by human expansion——and much of
his anti-soccial behaviour is the
result of being branded a freak.
Vinge nicely develops Cat’s slowly
maturing sense of social responsi-—
bility and abiiity to love ancther.

She is less successful with the
thriller aspect of the novel--the
ESPers® attempts to foil a master
criminal’s attempt to gain control
of the Federation’s most impertant
element. although she forces Cat
through some very hard times——the
death of & friend and slave labour——
Cat’s presencs as narrator lessens
the suspense. The background af a
stellar civilization is well drawn,
‘however, and there’s no sense that
Cat’s rite o« passage is easy or
cheapr.

Vinge says she would like to
write about Cat’s later lite. If
she does, will she write for adults
or the youth market? Either way,
I"m interested. Thaugh not yet as
sure with her material in this genre
as Monica Hughes is, she has created
a worthwhile novel. In fact, all
three of these books would make fine
Christmas gQifts for any yang person
who enjoys good science tiction.

THREE BIG NAMES

MOLLY ZERD (Clarke, Irwin & Co,
2248pp, $23.95) is Keith Roberts’
first navel in six years and, as is



g from & witsr of his
g;an, itz a powerful
ular herg bezgins iife
s of an elite ruling
3 nigiland strugazing Back
from complete collapse two centuries
from now. In the "Blocks™, the
youngstars are taught they ars free
to chooss their own lives but thev
are not teld such asbout real life
autside. Az a teesnager, Molly
escanes with a young man who
caonvinces her that “Thev® want toa
imprison her.

The bulw of the story conceard
Molly’s encounters with varinous
af lite in the Balkanized r;tai af
2460 /6. She lives and works in a
small town: Jjoins a gypsy caravani
and finpally lives with a group af
middle—rliass terrorists in London
who are all teo similar to theiv
kind today. Throughout Pelly
Blundesr=s intg one smotional sin
field atter ancther, displaving 3
great capacity for ilove but also a
lack of insight concerning what
pecple are doing to her. Through
her appallingly innocent eyes we see
the world of the future moreg clearly
than shes does and also see haw the
"lessons”——what turns out to be an
extanded “test“-—slowly teach her to
smather the spasrk of rzal spirit she
possessas.

MOLLY ZERD is samsthing of a
tour—de—force, 2z it is written
entirely in the second nerson, which
at {irst seems aftfectsd put works
finally to engage us in Molly’s
experiences. Roberts™ handliing of
natural diecription and emobional
conflict are as sure as aver. &
fine, sad novel of spiritual
struggle and lass.
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What THE COMPASS ROSE (Beaver—
bogks, Z7Spp, %20.30) clearly
demonstrates is that Ursula K. Le
Guin can ng longer be defined hy any
genr= categorizations: she is siaply
a daon fime writer. A moral
fabulist, perhnaps, she can handie
any kind of story from the mos
purely realistic to the qock
pgedantic, touching eil! the bases of
magic realism, science fFiction,
fantasy, and dream fable in between.
She triez all the emoctional chords,
too, from siapstick comedy right up

It

3 a kind ot poilitical trageay.

There are twenty—one stories in
THE COMPASS ROSE, which Le Guln has
placed under the six directions as
shis understands them. All are enajoy
some are iamensely powseful.
Perhans mocst mavaﬁg are the novel-
3 “The Diary
o *The Pathways of
. 211 storiss which fit the
T . 211 stories with an
stopian or dystopian edge. “The
i i a Rossa*, about how a rebel-

inker leads a young

ric technician to sse his
1 vizsion betore the
s she’s never guestioned
v his ming, is especially
thy. Oiher storises esxpiore
ects of love, desire, languags,
, and much elsa. Among the
lightesr pieces, “"Sur™, an
unpublished® ra=port of an
expedition to the South Pole by a
grewip of Scuth 8merican women in
109, is the richest in its bland
Borgesian ironies and delightfully
old fashioned feminine concern not
ro hur the feeslings of the men who
 ater made it or died trying.

THE COMPASS ROSE is a tr=zasure
trove of fine, entertaining fiction,
but more importantly, it shows that
roulia Ko Le Buin is =still growing
3s a writer. #what riches can we
anticipate next ftrom her?

o)

bert Silverberg’s WORLD OF &
NI COLORS (Beaverbooks, 3Z29pp,
is alsa an antertaining

tien of stories, although it

t show what he is doing now.
er it is a frankly nostalgic

the youthftul and

ly pralific Sliverberg eho
outr storiss for the
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A though Silverbsrg has also
included some storizs from the lats
cinties, a period when he wote scao
of his best novele and fewsr but
Getter shorter works.

Fraom the first, Silverberg was 3
cospetent writer, a professional who
could be counted on ta deliver a
story when hz promised it. HNever—
theless, he was aisc a fazile

riter, sager to give his editors
just wshat they wanted. The fifties
stories are entertaining, but they



lack the philosophical and psycho—
laogical depth of such later fictions
as “Something Wild 1s Loose® ar “How
It Was When the Past Went Away“.
Even such ohvious attempis at
seriousness as the titie staory or
“The Man Who Never Forgot" sees thin
and conventional.

8211, as a kind of nostalgic
reminder of a time when sf was
mastly light entertainment, WORLD OF
A THIUSAND COLORS is fines and the
fow later stories show how one
writer matured into something of an
artist in his field. HNo mean feat,
and worth celebrating.

FANTASY FAPERBACKS

In & LOST TaLE (Beaverbocks, 20&6pp,
42.50), Dale Estey takes us to the
isle gf Man during World Kar II and
shows us that Druidism is rniot only a
living faith there but that it may
thave helped to prevent Hitler 4rom
getting the Qtom Bomb. It’s a good
story, with the Druids, the Manxmen,
the animals, and a young German
soldier with some Druid blood in
him, trying to prevent Armageddon.
0f coaurse the young GBerman has to be
tested: he is new to Druid knowledge
and thinks he can serve his military
and spiritual causes simultanequsly.
Only at the end does he discover
that he is in Man because some Force
needad him there, not to help his
father cross the island in secret
but to prevent hia from deoing co.
Esty successfully makes us feel
that we are saeing aspects of Manx
foliklore coming to life. Hs has a
goar; teel for the speech of the
peaple and for their essentialy
pastaral lives., The force with
which magic impinges on those lives
is nicely handled too. For those,
iike the ruids, who know it, the
encounter of the ordinary and the
sxtraordinary worlds is natural.
Far others, including scme other
Germans and a British spymaster,
it’e terrifying. The major charac—
ters are finely realized in their
eccentricities, some of thesm humans
and laoving, some ot them crabbed and
ugly. Ali in all, A LOST TALE is a
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satistying and entertaining mixture
of histary and fantasy.

The late Randall Gerrett’s Lord
Darcy mysteries take place in an
alternate universe where the Planta-
gengts have rulasd for esight
centuries, ever cince Richard the
Lion Hearted returned from the
Crusades after receiving a wound,
and whiere Magic is a science
incaorpoarating the laws of ESP.  In
ane sense, then, the stories in
MURDER AMD MAaSIC (Beaverhooks,
Zbbpp, $2.350) are fantasies, vet

almast all of the Lord Darcy stories
have been published in ANMALDG, the
hard-science =f magazine. The
reasan is that Garrett has worked
ocut the “science’ of Magic in great
detail and sa his murder mysteries
all depend on logical deduction,
even it some of the rules of the
game are fantastic.

It"s easy to ses why ANALOS
readers would enjoy these tales:
they are carefully worked out, full
aof extensive explanation, and appeal
more to the intellect than to the
emations. The alternate history in
which the Angol-French Empires rules
the West, the Polish Empire the
East, with German states a buffer
zone between, is worked out in some
detail, and thz manners and mores of
a hierarchical cul ture where
Frotestantism never held sway are
carefully described. These are good
fun: intriguing puzzles neatly
=0l ved.

in her first novel, THE IDYLLS OF
THE BUEEN {(Beverbooks, 34ipp,
£Z2.93), Fhyllis Ann Carr also essays
what the subtitle says is "an arthur
ian Murder Mystery™. Set in the
naverland of Malory’s Logres, this
novel concentrates on the few weelks
tallowing the death by poison of Sir
Patrice at one of Gueen Guenevere’s
dinners. When Patrice’s kinsman,
Sir HMador, accuese the Queen,
keiights are sent out to =eek Lance-—
ot so that he might defend her
honowr-. Among the searchers are Sire
Kay, the King’s Seneschal and foaster
brather, Sic Mordred, and his
brothers, and the song of Lot,
Sawaine, Gaheris, Gareth, and
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Carr’s smartest move in her
retelling of cne small part of the
Arthurian legend is to make Kay.

whoss tongue is ever too sharg and

whnse love for Buensvere has nesver

beer returned as was tancelot’s, thes
narrator. 6As he and Mordred sesk
the tady cf the Lake and, later,
Margan Le Fay, they argue and
conéess and discover the truth about
varioue esarlisr battles among the
knights. It is this knowledge that
inally leads Kay to the answer he
seeks.

The mystery ic well snough
handled, but it’s Carr’s character—
izaticns of Kay, Mordred, Niaue,
Morgan, especially, which gives this
slight entertajinment depth. Both
Mordrad and Morgan offer
detences of their lives, and Kay, of
course, reveals himself throughout
the narrative. By creating interest
ing figures, whose differances from
the conventional oportraits of them

<
in carlier tsllings of the tale is
what makas them so

and

intriguing

interesting, Carr
has enlivened what woulcd otherwise

he a&a guite ordinary fantasty.

s

~
[N
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CCONTRADIETIJUN 2
--Lontinued froz page 173

the amnipresent STAR TREK BLOOFERS.

Niher than the well-stocked
consul te,
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the Elegssar s fSrchives,
the con was almost an nonsvent.
enjoyed the con, in spite ot the can
ite=1f¥. However, the concom is
gcing to have to get of+f their
packsides and start thinking of
doublie— track programming for future
cons. They didn’t sven have singls—
track praogramming this time. If 1
had staged this convention, I'm not
sure I would want to admit it.
Parbhaps that’s a bit strong, but
thesze people are going to have to
give a lot mare thought to
and interesting programming

RS
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decsnt

i¥ they
want people, including me, to come
baci for Contradiction 3.
f---tloyd Pennsy. Torontal

CHow you pow mhy it’s called
Cantradiction’?
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FEITH SOLTYS

EYAS by CRAWFORD KILIAN

Seal Bogks, Toronto., 3IS4pp. $2.50

Cavor en for Crowierd Kilfon's Eyos

The passage of ten million vyears
has wrought many changes on the
Earth and its inhabitants. Vancou-—
ver Island 1s an island no longer: a
narrow channel separates i1t from the
mainiand toc the scuth and the
Straits of Georgia are a tranquill
bay. ESeveral tribes aof fishermen
live in villages scattesred around
the hbay.

One day a fisherman spots a
strange ship racing through the
channel from the ocean hotly purscved
by another ship. Th= ship sinks
with only three of its crew being
res-uyad: a noblewoman, a young bay
and a baby. The boy, Brightspear,
is Lizir to the bLhrone of the Suns,
his psople from the south. He and
Eyas {the baby}) grow up in ocne of
the fishing villages until Bright-
speer tries to rape a young girl and
is kanizhed from the tribe. He
retu~ns somne time later at the head
of an army of the Suns: having
reg:-insed his heritage he 1s hent on
Fevenge.

Such a brief summary makes Craw—
ford Killian’s EYAS scund like one
of thz2 many formulaic herocic
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fantasies currently poiluting the
newstands. In thic case appsarences
are deceptive for EYAS is a fine
snlid science fiction novel. Kilian
does use many of the technigues of
the heroic fantasy navel—the emnity
hetwsen fosterlings, the epic guest,
the setting in the decadent remnanis
cf a great civilization——but there
is no magic and the few slements of
the fantastic are used sparinglv.
Eyas and Brightspear battle each
other in a quest for control af a
continent psopled by the creatures
of mythology: centaurs, the winged
Windwalkers, and the feline lotors.

Guided by visians from the dead,
Evas eventually leaves the Earth to
visit the long lost Skyland.

Kilian has pulled off a neat
trick with this boaok. A book that
iz at first glance an epic fantasy
gradually metamorphosizes into a
hard science fiction novel. EYAS
shares =ome slements of Silverberg’s
LORD VALENTINE®’S CASTLE——the epic
scape, the richly detailed setting,
the dead guiding the living 1In
dreams——but in EYAS the science
fiction elements became much more
prominent.

The one mnajor ftlaw of ths book is
its length. Like Silverberg, Kilian
has a tendency to get caught up in
the wonders of his newly created
world. Unlike Silverberg, he 1sn’t
a master aof pross style and doesn’t
gurte pull i1t ovf. I+ the haak had
been 2541 shorter 1t might have been
a lot more than 257 more effective.

fs 1t is, EYAS ig more than
mildly entertaining but less than a
masterpiece. 1t does show definite
growth in skill over Kilian’s
earlier two hooks, THE EMPIRE OF
TIME and ICEQUAKE. _

Crawford Kilian currently teachas
English at Capilano College in Horth
vanvaouver. He has written :
childran’s books, radioc plays and
highly regarded history, GO DO SG*t
GREAT THING: THE BLACK PIONEERS OF
BRITISH COLOMBIA. AFTERSHOGLCK,, the
sequel to ICEQUAKE, is in ths works.

Iy
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Acte,

AR ING by MICHAEL CONEY
New York, 1982, 2%4np.

$2.75

I =zuzpect that readers may be put
aff by books that cross over clearivy
gefined genre lines—if the msnu—
scrints ever get past the publishers
in the firzst place. That would be
unfortunate i¥ it cause them to miss
boots like Michaesl Coney’s latest
nove, CAT KARINA. Its setting (the
tar future) and background elements
(genstic manipulation and lost tech-
nolagy) make it sf, but in tone and
style it owss much more to fantasy.

About 125,000 years in the future
hum=sns share thes Earth with the
specialists, a number aof genetically
angingerad races. The shecialists
include the cai-men descended from
croccailes, the shrugleggers
descended from some long fargontten
2lien race, and the cat-like
felinas. They live together
relavively peacefully in a social
system that has remained stable and
techroleogically stagnant for
thouzands of years.

Towns are linked together by
saiicars, windpowersd ship—ike
vehicles riding woocden rails. UOne
day Karina, a young felinno, +alis
from a =ailcar and breaks her leg.
She is rescued by a mysteriocus human
waman whiy heals Karina and tells her
that =he will play a major role in
the history of the variocus races.

Meanwhile, 3 young human enginees
rebels sgainst the age olid prohibi—
tion against using metal and builds
a sailcar taster than 3 running
mule. This threatens to upset the
delicates balance of paower betwes=n
the varisus races. Karina‘se father
izzads a bloody rebeiliaon by the
felinos and Karina finds herseld
caucght up in a seri:es of events
eerily echa the prophecy of the
mystericus woman.

Coney has made intelligent use of
myth and legend to give CAT KARINA a
richness and resc-ance that no plot
summary can convey. This is matched
by the inventiveress and detaili of
his setting. The following

that

describes ths tump,
food animal:

“*The Song of Earth makes littie
mention of the tump. it is not a
flamboyvant animal. It doees not
capture the imagination of the
listener in the way that the
kikihughua space bats do, with thelr
thouzand kilometre wingspani or the
ceazcan hydras whosse roots have bean
kniown to permeate an entire plante
and throw it into a new arbit. No,
the twump is & dull lump of meat. On
the happentrack of ocut story i1t is
dopmed——al thaough, as voun will haar
there are happentracks on which the
tump thrived and multipled.®

The emphasis on mytn and legend
tend to distance the reader
the characters. They becoms
architvpes rather than real people
and this, coupled with a number of
narrative shifts, weakens the imparct
of the bock. A& tighter focus on
Karina would have avoided some of
these problems.

There are some interesting
similarities between CAT KARIMA and
Cramford Kiiian’s EYAS. Both books
share the setting of a2 distant
future Larth, peopled by multipie
races arising from genetic
engineering. Both sssume that man—
bind will go to spacz and raturn,
abandoning technology for a pastoral
asistance. Both are vividly written

2n elzphant-like

and inventive. EYAS is wider in
sropse while CAT KARING has a denser
and richer narrative.

{Theres are alsc paralells between
these two books and Gene Wol$’s BOOK
OF THE HEW SUN and Terry Carr’s
vnjucstiy neglected CIRGUE. Perhaps
we ara sgeing here the birth of yst
ancthar sub—genre of S5F.)

I enjoved CAT KARINA, with soms

recervations. The ending of the
bonk suggest a seguel is possible
ant [ wouidn’t be disappointed to
sS22 One.

Michasl Coney is a British-hocrn
author now iiving in British
Columbia. 0f his previous novels, I
woirld particularly recommernd
CHARISMA and THE JAaWS THAT BITE,
CLAWS THAT CATCH.

THE



FRISNDLY ALIENS

Fagi-ed by John Rabert Colombo
Hounslow Press, 124 Parkview Ave.,
Willodale, Ontario M2N 3IY¥3, 1981,
181 pp., paper, %$8.93

author and anthologist John
Robzrt Colombo has leng been
interested in Canadian science
fictiaon and fantasy. He has
comnilad and edited the first

anthology (OTHER CANALDAS) and the
first bibliograpny (CDN SF & F) of
Canadian s+ and fantasy as well as
NOT T3 BE TAKENM AT NIBGHT, =2
coliection of Canadian tzales of
mystery and th= supernatural, and
YEARS DF LIGHT about the Canadian
fan esliie Croutch.

FRIENDLY ALIENS 13 2 coapanion
volume to the eariler antholagy,
OTHIZR TANADAS but takes a somewhat
different *ack. It*s an antholagy
of st and tantasy written by non-—-
Canadianzs and set in Canada. As
micht be =zxpected, the view of
Canada prasented in these stories is
decidedly strange. Colombo says in
his introduction that Canada is seen
a3 & dark and haunted land populated
by mythic and often deadly
creatures. QAugust Derleth’s “The
Thing That Walked On The Wind® is
bacs=zd an tthe myth ot the Wendigo
whi’e Chelsea Quinn Yarbo’s "Swan
Song” uses Scandanavian myths to
chilling effect.

The vastness of the north invites
tales of lost racecs as in A.E.
Merritt’s “People Of The Pit" and
dobn Russell Fearn’s "Arctic God®.
Not all the settings though are
uniquely Canadian. Vincent
Starrett’s "“The Tatcoed Man® could
iust as =asily have been set in dNew
York as Toronto.

Stories by Algernon Blackwood,
Jaclk London, Robert W. Chambers,

H.P. Lovecraft, George Allan
Engiand, M.P. Shiel and James
Tiptree are also included. Few of
the stories have much literary merat
thaugh they remain interesting when
nla-ed in historical context.
Colowso has thoughtfully included a
bri~f hibliographic and biagraphic
introduction with each story.

Oniy twe of the stories are from
the 1270°s, while the earliest, Jack

tondan’s "A Relic OFf The Pliocene”,
dates from 1901. The anthology
might have bzen more readable had
Colomba tried to include some more
cantemporary material.

Colombo has also included a 1942
pssay by Donald Wolheim called
uidi ther Canadian Fantasy”. Wolheim
says that Canadian s¥ writers should
try to create a different kind aof st
from that being written in the US or
Britian. “Canadian science fiction
thus must find ttself. It must
iearn to create its own vision based
on ite own tomarrowss it must think
sut in advance the features of its
world during the next centuries.
sing of the triumphs that shzall ceme
when that frentier is crossed and
conqured. Catnadian writers must
cease ftrying to imitate &merican or
Eritish writing, they must find
themselves and wuse the visiaon whilch
Canada itself supplies them. ™ It's
been forty years since that essay
was written but the points that
Wolheim raises are still being
discussed today in the pages of this
and cother magazines.

s an anthelogy of fiction,
FRIENDLY ALIENS isn’t very
cuccessful.  Most of the stories are
2i ther bad, or dated, or beth. It’s
much more interesting as a
collection of historical
curiousitises and if your interests
lis in this area, then give it a
el

& shorter version of this review
appeared in the Hay 1982 issue of
SCIENCE FICTIODH & FRNTASY BOOXK
REUIER.T




WHAT IS A CANADIAN SUIENCE FICTION WRITER?
BY SPIDER ROBINSON

Q: Mommy, what's a Canadian?
A: Someore who is arguing about who isn’t a Canadian, dear.

In the Olden Days, a couple of years ago, the Canadian Science Fiction & Fantasy
Award was created by John Bell, Bob Atkinson, George Allanson and Sheldon Goldman, and
the idea spread 1like tamefire across the country. The first CSFFA was awarded at
Halcon to Mr. A.E.Van Vogt, with the idea that in future years, the asard would rotate
around the country, giving each region a chance to present '~. A fine idea, says I.
But this year a radical change has been made in the rules by a three-person committee.

Mr. Robert Runté, a member of that committee, argues in correspondence with me
that the rules have not been changed, and that the changes are for the better. Over-
looking the contradiction, he is wrong on both points. Under the new rules, the award
is only for works '"...by a Canadian c¢itizen resident in Canada at the time of publica-
tion." (italics theirs, not mine.) The original rules are quite specific: the award
was intended by its creators for works 'by Canadian natives (regardless of period of
residence) and current residents (regardless of their place of birth)." Both Bell
and Atkinson maintain that their specific purpose was to make eligibility as wide as
possible, to incorporate ‘'anyone substantially connected with Canada,'" with particular
awarness that some of the best-known writers associated with Canada either are not
citizens or were not resident here at time of publication: eg., Gordon R. Dickson,
Judith Merrill, William Gibson, Michael Coney—and, of course, the first CSFFA winner,
Van Vogt! 1If, as Runté maintains, the rules have not been changed, we're going to have
to ask Van for his award back.

Runté says the rules were ‘'clarified' because "'we have to draw the line somewhere,
and citizenship is fairly cut and dry." Fathers and teachers, I ponder the question:
why do we have to draw the line anywhere?

Look ye at the name: Canadian Science Fiction & Fantasy Award. Surely we can all
agree on a definition of "award’, yes?— but how about a definition of '"'Science Fiction
& Fantasy," shouldn't we take care of that before we get to the ‘Canadian' part? How
do we define SF&F? VWell, the problem is, on one has ever been able to define science
fiction, in a way which does not exclude at least a few masterpieces which everyone
agrees to be SF even though they don't fit the definition. The only generally accepted
definition, the one the World Science Fiction Society uses to determine eligibility
for a Hugo, is Damon Knight's classic: "Science Fiction is what I am pointing to when
I say 'science fiction'". The World Fantasy people use the same criterion for the
Howards: if the voters think it's fantasy, it's fantasy.

Now: why not use the same criterion for the definition of a '"Canadian"? A
Canadian is anyone who points at himself and says, ""Canadian.” Anyone whom voters
think of as Canadian.

Or, if for some reason a line of some kind must really be drawn (which seems, in
light of the non-nationalistic nature of science fiction, uniquely inappropriate), then
in Heaven's name why not follow the precedents set by the Canada Council, the CRTC, and
every single other federal or provincial cultural agency which has ever tried to wrestle
with this silly question, and use a residency requirement? (I am not suggesting this,
just noting that it 1is measurably less silly than the present rules.) If Residents are
eligible to vote for the award, why not to win it?

I wrote to Mr. Runté expressing these views; and suggesting a national fan refer-
endum or plebisite. Most politely and amiably he agree, and that is what I'm doing
here suinting up your damned reading light, riffing this all out. I think you, the
Canadian fan, rather than a three-person committee, should decide who is Camadian.

Plainly I cannot claim disinterest. As the rules now stand, I (presenter of the
first CSFFA to Van) am ineligible for a CSFFA—along with Bill Gibson, Gordy and the
others. 1I'1l concede that to add a CSFFA to the Hugos, the Nebulas, and the dozen and
a half oyher assorted Canadian, Australian, and American awards around the house would



be more fun than being poked in the eye with a sharp stick—but I feel it would be
grotesque if I were to be offered one before it had gone to certain other folk, includ-
ing Judy Merrill, Phyllis Goblieb, Gordy, Chatlie Saunders, et. al. (some of whom do
not presently qualify). I didn't get into this to campaign for another award—but I
must admit I'm insulted not to even be eligible. These new rules say that I am not a
Canadian science fiction writer, and that is news to me. I qualify to pick your pocket
for tax dollars from the Canada Council (although I ha-e never done so and do not plan
to);, and I pay over 40% of my income into that common pot so that the bastards in Ottawa
can pick my pocket. I meet all Canadian-Content standards for TV or radio. I admit
that I do not spend my winters in Florida, but I don‘t feel that full—-time residence in
Canada should necessarily disqualify me as a Canadian. I have lived in Canada for 80%
of my writing life (for comparison, Van lived in Canada for less than 12% of his career
so far), I have used Canadian settings and characters in two of my three novels and at
least a dozen short stories, I am married to a Canadian citizen, have appeared on
CANADA AM and a dozen other national TV shows, been on MORNINGSIDE and umpty zillion
radio programmes, have been written up in MacLeans, the GLOBE AND MAIL and other period-
icals, newsparers and anthologies, am widely known as a Canadian to anyone who has ever
heard me lecture or read one of my books or review columns or scanned the "About The
Author™ section in any of my novels, and am presently Chairman of the Executive Council
of the Writers Federation of Nova Scotia. Am I, after all, in my tenth year of resi-
dence in Nova Scotia, not a Canadian, simply because (for reasons which are nobody
else's business, and certainly irrelevant here) I choose to retain paper U.S. citizen-
ship?

I cannot, of course, prove that I would still be here arguing this question even
if I were a Canadian citizen. But I 1like to think so.

I have received strong expressions of support on this from Bill Gibson, Gorly
Dickson, and Van. How does Canadian fandom feel? 1Is citizenship what defines a
Canadian? Shall we ask Van for his award back”

Take off, eh?

WHY WE NEED A CANADIAN CSFFA
BY ROBERT RUNTE

Spider Robinson is like the man who professes a profound love for his mistress,
but who nevertheless refuses to divorce his wife and marry her, because he wants to
retain all the rights and advantages of his first marriage. Understandable, perhaps,
but one has to expect a certain amount of static from friends of his mistress who may
be inclinded to doubt his complete sincerity and commitment. Mr. Robinson is a Canadian
except on those occasions when it suits him to pull out his American passport and be
an American for awhile. While I quite sympathize with his desire to have his cake and
eat it too; I do feel it is a bit much to expect an award on top of everything else.

Mr. Robinson is right about one thing though. The original rules for the CSFFA
he quotes from award-founder John Bell are certainly different than those I was given
by award-founder Bob Atkinson when he originally approached me to serve as Western
Canada's representative on the national committee. For example, the rules I was told
included sf criticism, short stories, artwork, etc., but the copy of the rules sent me
by Robinson specifies books. And there now seems some question as to whether there
even ¢S a national committee, so that Robinson insists that the rules were changed by
the three-person administration committee for 1982 which I chair, while I was pretty
sure it was the national committee chaired by Bob Atkinson. However, it doesn't really
matter. Whether Mr. Robinson is initiating the plebisite to change the rules to make
non-Canadian citizens eligible, or I'm seen as initiating the plebisite to change the
rules to restrict the award to Canadian citizens, we all agree that there should be a
referendum to decide the question once and for all, and that it is too important a
question to be left to a handful of individuals, whether founders, national committee,
or local yearly administration committece.

Why do we need a Canadian SF&F award? The award, as I see it, has two purposes.



(a)to spotlight the best Canadian SF&F in a given year, and (b) to remind the world of
the considerable (but largely unrecognized) body of Canadian SF and fantasy which
already exists. This is reflected in the two categories for the CSFFA, with eligibity
based on either the best work of the previous year, or on 'lifetime contributions to
the field'. (The second category, incidently, insure a high standard for the CSFFA,
because in a 'poor year', the award can go to a past-master rather than to a substandard
work or a 'no award' category.) It is hoped that the award will encourage the further
development of Canadian SF by (a)providing acknowledgement for superior accomplishment
to our best writers, artists, critics, editors, etc., (b)drawing the attention of fans,
editors and publishers elsewhere in the world to the best that Canada has to offer, and
(c)making Canadians themselves more aware of their own SF and fantasy.

What the award is not for is the best ST of the year. There are plenty of other,
better established and more prestigious, awards for the best SF of the year. It would
be fairly pointless to have an award that merely mirrored the Hugos, Nebulas, Howards,
etc. The whofg7gf the award is that it be for Canadian SF&F.

Why a Canadian award— why not just compete for the Hugos, Nebulas, etc, along
with everybody else? Because Canadian SF doesrot get an even break. All the'interna-
tional®' awards are dominated by Americans because--leave us face it--SF up to now has
been predominantly an American genre. I'm not suggesting that American editors look
first at the return address before accepting a story for publication--they go strictly
on the basis of quality. But a quality Canadian stery has less chance of getting pub-
lished in an American publication than an avemge American story, because by definition
the Canadian story isn't quite what they are looking for. American editors are the
product of American culture and an American literary tradition, and interested in
American issues and ideas. Canadian issues and Canadian ideas seem to them uninteresting
because they areaa product of a Canadian culture and a Canadian literary tradition
which is simply foreign to them. So the editor bounces the story because it's not
quite right for his particular publication; not that it's not good, but simply that it's
not an AF .OG, or an OMNI, or an AMAZING story. But there aren’t any large circulation
Canadian SF magazines or publishers, so we're out of luck.

So one way of offsetting this disadvantage, this subconscious unintentional bias
against Canadian SF is to have an award that says, 'look, there is a Canadian SF and
some of it is pretty good, even if it isn't suitable for ANALOG or OMNI.' And then
editors and fans will start taking a second look at the winner's manuscripts, and maybe
eventually even compete on an even basis for the 'international' American awards.

So, if vou believe that there is no such thing as a Canadian literary tradition,
if you don't think that there's a Canadian culture, if you believe that we are all
just second-rate Americans, than you won't accept that there is a need for a Canadian
award. If "Canadian' is simply a geographic distinction, than it makes no more sense
to have a Canadian award than it does to have a Nebraska SF Award, or an award for
left-handed authors living in Pittsburg. The whole thing would be pointless and paro-
chizl. But if you believe, as T believe, that Canadians have something unique to
offer SF, than you will accept not only the concept of an award for Camadian SF, but
also that it must be limited to Canadians.

Of course, that still leaves the question of ‘what is a Canadian'. I would like
the award to be limited to '"Canadians” in the cultural sense; people who are a product
of Canadian culture and tradition, but I am realistic enough to recognize that that is
impossible to define. We could limit the award to just those born in Canada (as Ameri-
cans limit Presidential candidates to native Americans) but I believe that a person
who arrives in this country when they are six months or six years or even sixty years
0ld can become '"Canadians' in the cultural sense if they make an effort to read Canlit
and understand our culture. Writers like H.A.Hargreaves, who was born in England but
who has been a Canadian citizen for over 35 years, has as much right to consider him-
self a Canadian as you or I..Hargreaves is writing Canadian SF not only because it
deals with Canadian locales, but because it deals with Canadian themes in a Canadian
style. Hargeeaves work is clearly the product of the Canadian literary tradition, and
as such should be eligible for the CSFFA.

But simple residency in Canada is insufficient. Michael Coney, ar excellent
British author, remains British for all that he now lives on Vancouver Island. Resi-
dency (and for how long? 6 days? 6 months? 6 years?) reduces the award to a simple



geographic distinction. But at the same time, judging "'Canadian content" become
impossibly subjective. So it seems to meet, and it seemed to both the national com-
mittee and the 1982 administration committee, that citizenship is the best alternative.
Citizenship does not guarrantee an awarness of Canadian literary traditions or Canadian
culture, but it is clearly a minimum basic committment. It is difficult to believe
that a person is willing to submerge themsleves in the culture and literay traditionms
of their adopted country, if they cannot even be bothered to take out citizenship.

What does this ruling mean in terms of the CSFFA? Does it mean, as Spider
Robinson suggests, that we have to ask Van Vogt for the award back. Obviously not.
Van Vogt was born and raised in Canada, and wrote over 600,000 words of SF, including
many of his greatest works, while still a Canadian. This, I think, clearly qualifies
Van Vogt to win the Award for °‘lifetime' contributions. Robinson's suggestion that
we take back the award is a ludicrous one, an attempt to stampede voters into voting
in his favour. If Robinson writes 6 words, let along 600,000, as a Canadian citizen,
he will qualify for the CSFFA the same as Van Vogt, just as Van Vogt's current works
no longer qualify for the 'best of the year' category of the CSFFA.

Should Robinson and the dozen or so other alien residents in Canada qualify for
the CSFFA? I think not. I think the CSFFA would become a laughing stock if 2/3 of
the winners were American or British citizens. I think "Canada" is something more
than just a geographic area. I don't feel that Robinson and the others should compete
with Canadian authors if they insist om retaining the advantages of their American or
British citizenship. If Robinson wants to compete for the CSFFA; he should do so on
the same basis as the Canadian authors. (And if he claims his American citizenship
doesn’t give him any advantages, then why not become a Canadian, if he is sincere in
his professed love of Canada?)

Robinson has stated that he has no intention of giving up his American citizen-
ship and becoming a Canadian. No one is going to twist his arm or boycott his books
because he doesn't. If I were in his place, I might not want to give up my US pass-
port either. But then,I wouldny think I was eligible for Canadian awards as well as
the American ones. One has ultimately to choose between keeping one's cake and eating
it.

AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVATAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVATVA

THE PLEBISCITE

Ok, now that you've heard our positions on this issue, what do you think? We
are asking all the zines in Canada to reprint both of the above statements in their
entirety to ensure the widest distribution possible, and hope that local club execu-
tives see that everyone has at least seen the above if they don't have a zine to re-
print it in. If you have an opinion either way, send a loc to the zine in which you're
reading this and/or a copy to NCF, P.0.Box 4655, P.S.S.E., Edmonton, Alberta T6E 5GS5.

I will be publishing a special issue of NCF in September devoted entirely to letters

on this question. (I already have letters from Van Vogt, John Bell, Bill Gibson, Judith
Merrill, and others, as well as more complete statements from Robinson and myself.)
Then, after everyone has had their say, we'll vote.

To vote on this referendum send a postcard or letter with your vote and your
signature (just to make sure no one votes twice; your name won't be added to anyone's
blacklist, honest!) to the eferee, Irving Altman, c/o 2359 Carling Ave, Ottawa, Ontario
K2B 7G7. Deadline for ballots is January lst, 1983. To vote, just write either "nc
restrictions™; or "residency” and the minimum you would require, or 'citizenship". That
pretty well covers all the bases, and you don'‘t have to waste your time saying more.

Whichever way you vote, please make sure that you also vote on this year's award
too! Those ballots you send to CSFFA, P.0.Box 4655, P.S.S.E., Edmonton, Alberta T6E 8GS5
and not Altman. (I realize it can get confusing, but do please try to send the right
ballot to the right address.) If there isn't a CSFFA Final Ballot for 1982 with this
zine, you can request one from the CSFFA address above.

Oh, by the way, perhaps you should indicate your citizenship and/or residency on
the referendum postcard you send to Altman....
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Kell, I haven’t completely aban—
doned the idsa of an “all fanzine
rev:ew” issdue. I am now so hopeless
ly behind, however, that I can ng
longer maintaim the pretense that
these will be current zines, so 1
have decided to go all the way and
produce an annual yesar bpoak. Some—
time in March (i.e., April) I will
put out an 1982 Canadian Fandom
Yezirbook, with zine reviews for
everything published in 1982 (incliud
ing alsc a few from 81 that never
got reviewed here’, a list of
Carnadian s#¥ published, and a current
iist of clubs. 8Sa, if you’re an
author, let me know what you had
publicshed thiszs years if you’re a
club let me know your cursent
address, membership, dueses, activi-
tiezs; etc.3 and i+ you havern’t
alr=ady sent me a copyv of your zine,
et me see it by the middle of
February. THIS MEANS Y, BCSFAZINE!

“ome of the mores observant
readers may have noticed the absence
of my editorial coclumn, SKYWRITIANG.
I was on part five of @y series an
fanzine editing, and it has besan
written and ready toc go for over a
yaear, but comshow I haven t fe2it its
pubitcation would be a good idea
right at the moment. It°s entitled,
*"How To Set And Keep & Schedule For
Your Fanzine®

Speaking of which, the Robhinson-—
Runte controversy in this issue
states that NCF will have a special
issue of lacs on that debate in
September. Since this is January,
I doen’t think I’m geing to make 1t
on time. This debate hase already
appearad in a number of other zines,
and 1 already have several locs on
the matter, but referee Irving
Altman informs me that response in
the actual voting has been poor so

Robert Runté

far. He has therefore extended the
deadline for voting on the
plebiscite until Janurary i, in the
fhopes that its publication in NCF
will generate a little more
interest. Altman has stated

+hat if he doesn’t get a significant
number of votes he’ll declare the
glebiscite null and void, and I
agree. We need a guorum af at least
a couple of dozen fans or the whole
thing becomes a farce. If you
tielieve the award is important, then
how we administer it is equally so.
Please vote on the plshescite.

The Constelliatian report in this
issue presents me with something of
a dilemma. On the onz hand, I fesl I
nhave a responsibiliity to warn fans
away from bad cons, since people
invest a lot of time and maoney to
travel to other cities for them. In
the old davs there were only a few
cons around and you went to the
nearest one, but today the average
fan has to choose batween five ar
six in nis/her area. Part of NCF's
function is to help the fan consumer
make informed choices.

On the cother hand, I daon’t want
a warning in NCF tao be the gause of
=z convention faiiing. & prediction
in the fan press is often a self-
fulfilling prophecy as fans respond
by either avoiding “bad” cons or
showing up at “goocd” ones...And the
nore fane who show up at the “gongd®
ones, the better they become, and
vice versa.

1 think Constellation Con 83 has
the potential to be a really fine
con. February in Victoria is paradis
compareg to anywhere else in Canada
that time of year, and Victeria 1s
abhout due for a major con. However,
the con as currently conceived does
nat strike @e as viable. They must



scale down to a reasonable size, or
they will lose their shirts and
possibly take the rest aof Victoria
with them. While I was fairly con—
fident that they were going to make
thezse changes after talking te Myles
& Laurie, the last letter I got from
the concom would seem to indicate
that they have decided to go ahead
as originally planned. Well, I hope
they prove me wrong and make a go of
it.

The current issue ot Marty
Cantar s HOLIER THAN THOU may be of
some interest to Canadians because
it includes a really fine example of
American cultural imperialism———
namely an article on why there is na
such thing as American cul tural
imperializsm. The article is stun-
ningly written in that it manages ta
inc o' so many examples of arrogant
pro—Americanisms, cliches and
misunderstandings of Canadian
cul tural independence that it is
almocst a self-paraody. Anyone who
doubted me when I accused (most)
Americans aof being incapable of
understanding what NCF and Canadian
culture are all about is directed to
this article, since it sums up very
nicely all of the worst aspects of
the typical American response to
Canzdian nationalism. Send $1.50 or
the usual te Marty Cantor, c/c The
Smoker’s Den, 117 W. Wilsan Ave.,
Glendale, CA 21203, USA, and ask far
issue #14. In fact, you should do
this even 1f you aren’t interested
in refuting his "arguments" an the
UnAmericanism of Canadian national-
iam., because HOLIER THAN THOU is one
of the hest genzines arocund. Out-—
side of Canada, I mean.

NCF doesn’t devote a lot of space
to the Hugos and Worldcon reporting
because such matters are covered in
| OCus, SF COMMENTARY, FILE 770 and
other zines in much greater detail
than we could manage, and we don’t
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see the point in duplicating the
eftfort. FILE 770, for example,
devoted 18 of 22 pages in the last
issue to the WorldCon, with 5 pages
on the Hugo Awards alane, complete
with a 2 page breakdowr of the
votinag, ballot by ballot. This 1is
rather greater coverage than we wish
to attempt, and we assume that any-—
onte interested in that sort of thing
will probably want to subscribe to
FILE 770 anyway. FILE 770, c/c Mike

Glver, 5828 HWoodman Ave., #2, Van
Nuys, CA 91401. S for $3 US (But

anly aftter you renew your sub to

NCF )

I would remind everyone that 1
have moved and that my feclks have
sold the ancestral home and moved
also, so there is not a whole loft of
point sending mail to my old
address. THE MONTHLY MDNTHLY/THE
BIMONTHLY MONTHLY pubhlished the
final issue over a year age, and
while you are welcome to centinue
trading for it if you wish, mail
addressed ta TBM c/o my old address
is not going to get very far since
the F.0. only forwards mail
addressed to "R. Runte".

I would also like to urge people
to be more careful when addressing
mail to NCF. This past month I’ve
received over 10 items which were
incaorrectly addressed and which
reached me only because the local
P.03. is really sharp. Our address
ic F.0O. Box 44&55, Southside F.O.,
Edmontaon, Alberta, T6E 36S5.

Finally, I wish ta refute every-—
thing that Mike said in his editor—
ial last issue. Send all your
trades to KE (Robert Runte) c/o the
WCF post office hox. Mike doesn’t
read fanzines unless they’re about
sex, fan feuds, or him, so you’re
just wasting your time! I read
everything I get, usually the same
year. More to the point, I’m the one
who keeps track of the subscription
iist, so if you don’t send your
trades to se, 1%11 cut vou off. So
there!



Phyllis Sotieib
29 Ridgevaia Drive
Toronte, Ontarioc M&68 1K?

Lin a telegrae ta CanvenitionItl
I am delighted to thank veou at HCF
and ali voters for giving me the
CSFF Award and hope you are ahle to
encourage writers for many years to
COmE .

[in = later letter to XCF:Z
1 am very grateful to have won the
Award. . . 1 am certainliy following
two worthy and distincuished
recigients, and it is quite an
achievement for your arganization to
have set 1t up.

* I agree with you that the vote
number is nothing at all to sneeze
at. Although our population is one-—
tenth the size aof the U5, many
literate people here read languages
cther than English, and my baoksales
in Canada ares gquite a bit greater
thar one tenth ot their total.

It was certainly kind of Doug
Barbour ts accept the award for mes
I would also like to thank the
sculgture, Franklin Jdohnsacn.

ixXhile Phyllis Gotlieb’ s works
have always been well received, the
only thing she has esver won
previousiy mwas a $1.75 prize for
light verss at University in I945.

I NGpe sinning LSFFE w2ii el
bepr Enow that s Goes have an
appreciative feollowing, and help
Lring ber the vutside recognition
she deserves. X

L5
e

Charies Saunders
Box 326i, Stn. C
Uttawa, Ontariec K1Y aJ5

I must strenuously object to your
referring ta me as a "Yaronto
avthor®. [KRLF#43 For the past
tuelve years I have lived and worked
guites happily in Qttawa, and [ hope
te continue being an “*Ottawa author®
for & long time to comne.

fSorry. 1 knem better, but Things
sopetimes get jumbled between the
brain and the flving typing
fingers.J

David Palter
£22, 1811 Tamarind Ave.
Holilywood CA 0028, USA

My sense of moral outrage is
arcused by Lecnard Wong’s woeful
tale of the mistr=atment of the
Great White Narth Con at the hands
of the hotel. ILHLF#47 ABnd Harry
Gndruschak reminds us again of the
mictreatment of come hotels by cons
(or portions thereof). Hotels and
~onventions are shaping up as soart
0¥ natural enemies of each cther.
“Come to Anarchon and help us fight
with the hotel!®™

The logical sclution zeems to be
four tans to pool their resources and
huy a hotel. Once they becoame the
hote! management, conflict will be
minimal and can be worked out as
ssychotherapy. {(“When did you first
start hating yeurself?" "It began
whan I overchargsd myself for a
hots=! room. ) With any luck a whole
fannish chain can be founded,
eventually to rival Hyatt.
Afterall, Leonard Wong, in spite ot
what he describes as the "hell and
horror® of the Great White North
Con, and in spite of a net loss aof
$3,000, concludes his report by
telling us that he is "looking at
igg4 for the next one"——obviously he
refuces to be discouraged by
anythinga. Just the sart of psrson
we need to help oirganize the hetel
purchase.
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Harry Warner Jdr.
423 Summit Ave.
RHagerstown, Maryland 21740, USA

The most interesting thing in
NCF#4 to me was the item about John
Rohert Colombo’s plans to produce a
book about Les Croutch. Les was one
of my favorite fans of all time, I
lamented in print socmewhere on the
fact that so little had been done by
fans to honor his memory, and this
project is the ideal way of making
up for past injustices, no matter
how late it comes.

I’m quite aware that Les wasn’t
the kind of writer who took enough
time to make his fanzine contribu-
tions as entertaining today as they
were when tirst published. But
there’s a vitality to everything he
wrote, an enthusiasm and joie de
vivre that make them bhetter 1n
the more polished output of more
famous fans of the period wha wrote
deadly dull stuff. Then there’s the
other handicap of Les’ paosthumcus
fame, his failure to attend many
cons. Hardly anyone active in fan-—
dom today is apt to remember him
clearly from face tao face
encounters.

than

0 HAVE MADE A \
BETTER FAN HISTORIAN
THAN oL HARRY....

WHAT wITH MY
TURTLE RECALL....
i, . ?; _‘l.  " -

4D

Those extensive reports an cons
which probably receive few writeups
of any length in generally available
fanzines were welcome. They proavide
additional evidence, i1f any ware
needed, about how fragmented fandom
has hecome even in a nation where
corns don’t produce the overwhelming
attendence of a WorldCon or
Paciticon. I found myselt shudder-—
ing at the very thought of what
would happen if 3 con with several
thousand perscns on hand should open
with a sale of hardcovers and pulps
for prices around 50 cents, like the
SFAY apen house.

One other reaction to reading
these camplaints about this or that
aspect of a con: 1 wonder i1f soae
fans are too intent on finding at
each con exactly the same features
and procedures that are pravided at
other cons. Most of the complaints
spam directed at different ways of
running a con. HMaybe different cons
should be different in nature, to
make it esasier to decide which ones
are best for the individual fan to
attend and to encourage the types of
caongoers fanzine fans don’t like te
congragate at certain events and
stay away from others.

Wiliiam Bains
1182 Sedgmoor Rd.
Coventry CV3 4DZ,
UNITED KINGDOM™

I cannot help getting the
impression that continental American
conventions, both Morth and South of
the border, are a cross hetween
visions from Michasl Moorcock and
John Brunner: ten thousand demons,
gods, swordsmen and sophisticated
immortals all sesing if thevy can
stand on Zanzibar at once. I went
to Seacon, the >79 worlidcon, and
felt that even that was too big {for
the traditional British fan. 0Oh, I
managed ok, az I had a dozen or so
friends there and we drank, talked,
drank, ate, drank, sven watched
Arthur Clarke toc empty our stomachs
far more drinking, and shouldersd
aside the masses that got in our
way. But exciting as it was, S=acoo
was not ay idea of a convention. i
have gone to friendlier scientific
meetings. The impression tha



uninitiate gets from acrocss the
Atlantic ig that 211 North American
cons are iike this.

[¥Rils 2any cons are into “bigger
is better” bere, there are still
2ot=s of smali cons aroand. The
recession has helped cut down an con
size toa. 8nd wmhile I don’t euch
care far hoge Bedia cons, I’g pot
sure that British booze fesés wmoauld
seit me befter. (I reczli 2 sember
of Yancowuver’s FRED, BLSFH s pub-
craxiing group, suBming up her ftrip
to Epgland with =2 shockeds "“They
drin% too such”. Tsa anyone?J

indecipherable {sorry?
P.GC.Boy #&
Marden, S.A.
Austrszlia

SO70

Interssting to note your ocoinion
cn Niven. He had a similar effect
on Sdustralian fandom, especially
wher, at a ameeting af the Melbowne
titerati, he proclaimed THE MOTE IN
GCD™ 5 EYE toc be on a par with Shake-—
speare and Tolstoy.

fictuaily, in way of commeant to
ieigh Edmonds” letter, it szems that
even Sydney fans have stopped daing
it sxrent {for those who have
prodiaced children recently. HNaw
it’s Perth fans who are doing z¢.
The resal centre of perverted sex in
Australia though is Canberra, where
the goveranment does It to everybady.

Mark Shainblum
S704 Merrimarc Road
Montreal, RQuebec
H4W 156

I tri=sd 2o write a con regort {for
yvou about a small comicon which took
plare here awhile back, but the damn
thing was so boring there was
nothing to say. It consisted of one
large convention rocm in a notel and
a large group of dealers from
Quetec, Ontarioc and upstate New York
all trying to separate the littie
kididiies ¥fram their money. Oh yes,
thers was also a smug Marvel comics
pro named Bob fayton present, who
was charging the gullible $20.00 for

a sketch of IRON MAK. Ecch, phooey.
what is a “Ditmar™?
fThe Ditsar is the fuestraiian s

awasd. ¥

Jan Howard rFincer
F.0. Box 428
Latham, dNew York 12i1C USA
As you know, Beam’s Cheoice is
synanymous with Wilson “Bob®* Tucker.
It has come to my attention that the
Jim Beam Distillery will produce a
Special Labesl for its products, i€
they can sell at lsast 150 CASES.
This may sound like a ioct, but
consider the number af fen who
drink, the number cf cons and the
ooportunity for a con or group of
fen to raise money for a fund; such
as TAFF o DUFF.
#@hat I neszd are Statements of
Intent to Purchase——IN CASE LOTS
ONLY?! There are 12 bottles to a
case——in 2xcess of 130 casass of
Beam’s Cheoice. If I receive thess
statments of i1ntent to purchasse, a
Special Label sdition af Beam’s
Chaice may be available at the
WHorldcon. The estimated cast per
case at Constellation is $110 for
iiter battles & %20 for fitths.
Shipping charges, if shipping 1is
necessary, wiil be extra.
Thus, fen and cons alike have the
chance to obtain a Special Libation
and hanor one of the best known and
loved author % fan, one Wilson BOB
Tucker. I+ possible, the labsl will
feature the drawing of Tucker by
Becrge Barrs; the drawming was present
ed to Tucker by Lastcon®Ton, when he
was their GoH.
May the great Wombat smile on
vt
Rey Thompsan
154 Corstorphine Rd.
Dunsdin, NEW ZEALAND
i tock special note of the con

reports since I'm currently
organzing (well at least making a
loody good asttempt) a New Zealand
caon. Nothing in zomparison to
Canadian ones——attendance at ours is
arcund 1506, and that’s for the
national con'® Stili, this is only
the fourth to bz held and NZ +andom
flas got a pretty small country to
work with. Our facilities probably
cauldn®t handle much amore even i+ wie
wanted to anyway. This year’s
OctalCon is being held further csouth
thar 2ny other con in the waorld.



We Also_ _Heard Fram: all sorts of
pecnle, but I am unfortunately only
hal+ way through computerizing our
records and I have, um, sort of lost
track. Locs on #5 have beern turned

a4 s

CORNNSTEL AT IO O3

The article on Constellation Cen 83
in Yictoria was printed some time
before the rest of the issue was
ready, and I sent an advance copy fo
the concom. Ron Demedash (Opera-—
tions) with others on the concom
phoned me and assured me that the
problems mentioned in the article
had bheen addressed and resclved (eqg,
the Harbour Towers had been droppsad,
the sxtra guests were being paid for
by other groups. etc.). & numbar of

over to Michael to edit, since that
was his issus, and will appear in
his next issue. In the meantime,
keep those cards and letters coming
in folks, as they are the only thing
that keeps our motivation up.

=g E DAt E

new prablems arose, however, and
ulitimately those responsible for the
mors2 serious excesses of the con
wetre removed from the concom. The
reamaining members attemptsd to
salvage what they could with the
help of the local clubs, but it was
too late. The Empress withdrew from
the con and Constellation was
officially cancelled. The ceoncom :sS
heavily in debt and without fundsz ta
rafund the 260 con members their
F20-%25 membherships.
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WE CHALLENGE YOU!

Joinus for a unique and challenging ex-
ploration of the incredible worlds of com-
ics, science fiction, and fantasy...

GRION

THE CANADAN MAGRZINE OF TIME AND SPACE

“The first issue of ORION is an excellent
one, well reflecting the work... obviously
put into it.”

New Teen Tilans i SN NG Charles R. Saunders, Author of Imaro

... ORION is a wonderful publication...”
Kerry O'Quinn, Publisher, Starlog

MARV
WOLFMAN
Master of Kung Fu

GENE DAY

“

As an ex-zine publisher myself, |
know the problems of getting these things
together, and what you've done is quite

CANADIAN SF

WHITE THUNDER

”
e s remarkable.
eof Isherwoo )
AN ; Marv Wolfman, Comics Professional
PLUS _ T —~ i g g
Captain Canduck v 2 ‘ ’ [t s a winner!
oo 8/ % P W .
3Clence Fiction NI S Peter C. Newman, Editor
Ty TrT————— ’ N .
) = s Maclean’s - Canada'’s Newsmagazine

.

We have more than just accolades; some of the features in ORION No. 2 include:

Exclusive interviews with comic pros Fiction, art, comic news and reviews,
MARV WOLFMAN and GENE DAY. feature articles on SF... and more!

Great new strips by up*and coming 48 pages. Four colour cover. Fully
young artists. typeset.

-

A -

U.S. customers please pay in U.S funds. Dealer quantities
available, please query about the distributor in your area.

Send to:

Discovery Publications, Dept.4 $2.25 plus 65¢ p&h.
57068 Merrimac Rd., Montreal,

Quebec

Canada H4W 188

NAME

ADDRESS

PROV./STATE
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